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BRINGING NEW LIFE 
TO THE SAHARA 


Trees may halt the spreading sand 

PysT September the C N reported the departure from London 
of a small party of the Men of the Trees who have gone to 
the Sahara to find out to what extent trees can be grown there 
again. News of the seed-planting explorers has now reached 
us from the middle of the sreat desert. 


Before leaving, members of the 
expedition stood in Trafalgar 
Square beside thc-ir safari car to 
receive gifts of seeds of various 
kinds as tokens of goodwill sent 
from the heart of London to the 
heart of the Sahara. Now many of 
the Trafalgar Square peach stones 
have found a permanent home at 
faraway Tamanrasset. in the centre 
of the vast North African waste. 

GRUESOME FINDS 

Motoring through the Sahara is 
very different from a Saturday 
afternoon jaunt to the English sea¬ 
side, and these tree-pioneers relate 
that when French officers search 
for an overdue traveller, they occa¬ 
sionally conic across a derelict car 
and, perhaps, a few scattered bones 
—all that remains of an over-bold 
driver who had set out to cross the 
desert. 

Some reckless folk little realise 
the immensity of this parched 
territory, larger than the United 
States, and the long, waterless 
trail that lies ahead of the over¬ 
lander. Without warning wells dry 
up, and tracks chance from year to 
year. 

The four Tree-Men of the 
Sahara University Expedition, led 
by Mr. R. St. Barbc Baker, had a 


LINCOLN IN DURHAM 

A splendid bronze bustof Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln has been presented to 
Ushaw College, Durham, by Mr. 
Joseph Scott, a Los Angeles attor¬ 
ney and an old boy of the college. 

Mr. Scott settled in America, but 
thought so highly of his old school 



that lie sent his four sons to Eng¬ 
land to be educated there. 

The bust was made by Mr. Atri 
Brown, the ' well-known sculptor, 
who is seen in the picture at work 
in his Fulham studio. 


gruelling experience, testing both 
the men and their vehicle, in their 
arduous journey to the stony heart 
of the desert. 

For days they travelled through 
treeless, waterless country, where 
the stones on the ground and the 
mountainsides are blackened by 
the heat of the sun. They had 
driven 1310 miles south of Algiers 
when the sight of trees gladdened 
their eyes. 

The trees were in the isolated 
French military station of Taman¬ 
rasset-—a Foreign Legion kind of 
place—4500 feet up in the moun¬ 
tains of Ahaggar. They had been 
planted by a former commander of 
the legion. 

TREES FOR PROTECTION 

The trees were chiefly tamarisk, 
but there were also Lombardy 
poplars protecting a small irrigated 
nursery where young fruit trees are 
being raised, and apricots, peaches, 
figs, oranges, grape vines. 

Tamanrasset itself consists of an 
orange-red fort and houses of 
curiously original architecture. It 
stands in a vast plain surrounded 
by grotesquely-shaped mountains. 

As well as the Londoners’ peach 
stones, some seeds of Robinia 
Acacia were given to the French 
captain, and will form new 
avenues/ 

Trees arc map’s greatest weapon 
in the battle against the deserts. 
They precipitate moisture, prevent 
the soil drifting, and provide life- 
giving humus. 

PAST FORESTS 

The Sahara once had many trees, 
and the present Tree-Men found 
plenty of evidence of past forests 
—fragments of tree trunks which 
must have been flourishing not 
very long ago. They spoke to an 
oid man who remembered when 
there were trees on mountains 
which now are stark and bare. 

The forests have gone, and with 
them water and all life. Today the 
Sahara advances 30 miles every 
year. 

These four enterprising men in a 
world of sand have made a start 
in the opposite direction, a move¬ 
ment for the international planting 
of trees in ever-growing numbers 
until the desert halts, grows green, 
and accepts defeat. 

The expedition has gone south 
to Kano, in Nigeria, where it will 
turn east towards Uganda and 
Kenya. 



DAVID’S DOLLAR 

Eight-year-old David Dubinski 
of Milwaukee on Lake Michigan 
was worried when he heard that the 
Canadian Government was to build 
the St. Lawrence Seaway without 
help from America. For David's 
father said that the new seaway 
would bring more shifts to Mil¬ 
waukee, and it seemed to David 
unfair that Americans in his home 
town should benefit without mak¬ 
ing any contribution towards the 
great undertaking. 

So he sent off a tioiiar to the 
Canadian Government with a letter 
explaining that he wanted to help 
pay for the St. Lawrence Seaway. 

A few days later David received 
an important-looking letter. In¬ 
side was his dollar with an 
autographed photograph of the 
Canadian Prime Minister, Mr. 
Louis St. Laurent, who wrote that, 
"the Parliament has approved a 
method of financing this venture 
and therefore it might he embar¬ 
rassing. if not improper, if we were 
to accept this gift.” 

So David has a line memento of 
his- generous good-neighbourly 
gesture. 


Poise 

Skating together in graceful 
unison at Richmond Ice Rink 
arc Valda Osborn, 18 -year-old 
British Figure Skating Cham¬ 
pion, and six-year-old Margaret 
Hankinson, who recently came 
fourth in the Annual Wembley 
Open Novices event 


MONEY FOR NOTHING 
NOT WANTED 

From Vancouver comes the 
story of a man trying to give away 
one-dollar notes. He held them 
out to passers-by and displayed a 
placard which said, “Please take 
one.” 

Hundreds went by and shook 
their heads with a knowing smile. 
A woman remarked sagely: 
“People don't give good money 
away for nothing.” 

It recalls similar stories. Several 
years ago a celebrated conjurer 
stood in London's crowded Oxford 
Street for a whole afternoon trying 
to sell genuine £1 notes for a 
penny. He had no customers. 


SANTA CLAUS JUST 
DROPS IN 

Watched by thousands of people, 
a red-robed figure was seen to 
jump from a small aeroplane and 
parachute 1500 feet to earth at 
Lowestoft the other day. 

Santa Claus had forsaken his 
reindeer and sledge, and arrived 
in up-to-date style. Scrambling 
through the bracken on the cliff- 
top, he collected the bag of presents 
which had fallen with him, and 
made his way to a jeep waiting to 
take him to a big store in the town. 

To welcome the visitor, soldiers 
stationed in the town had set off 
a smoke flare to show which way 
the wind was blowing, and the 
Carlton Colville Air Scouts took 
their launch out to sea. 
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THE SAAR ELECTIONS 
—AND AFTER 

By the C N Diplomatic Correspondent 

^nother of the momentous elections in the Saar has come and 
gone, and the statesmen of Europe are trying to assess 


the prospects arising from the 

The bells of Saarbrucken had 
not long sounded the first hours 
of this month when Prime Minister 
Johannes Hoffman, exhausted by 
his efforts in a bitter election 
campaign, staggered into the Par¬ 
liament building, and announced 
to the assembled crowds that his 
Christian People’s Party had won 
a further term of office. 

They had secured 41 per cent of 
the poll, and 29 out of the 50 seats 
in Parliament, thus ensuring that 
the Saarlanders of the rich coal and 
steel territory, about eight times 
the size of London, would keep 
their present status. 

Lying between France and Ger¬ 
many, the Saar is a self-governing 
country in economic union with 
France. Some observers had re¬ 
garded the elections as almost a 
trial run for a plebiscite by which 
the Saarlanders should choose be-„ 
tween eventual allegiance cither to 
France or to Germany. 

FOR EUROPEAN UNITY 

Herr “Joho” Hoffman, as his 
Saarlander supporters affection¬ 
ately call their Prime Minister, was 
certain that the vote was a vote for 
a united Europe. 

In the first flush of victory he 
said frankly that he hoped the talks 
between France and Germany on 
the final status of the Saar would 
soon be resumed. “We want a 
united Europe and a European 
Saar,” lie avowed. 

Cooler feelings since then, how¬ 
ever, suggest that hopes of a speedy 
agreement were over-optimistic. 

Most of the Saarlanders—who 
conducted themselves at the 
elections with unexpected calm and 
a good deal of thoughtfulness— 
probably think that a European 
Saar offers the best hopes for the 
future. It would give them self- 
rule at,home within the European 
Community, and it would be based 
on an equal relationship with both 
France and Germany. 

FRENCH AND GERMAN VIEWS 

, This answer to a problem which 
rouses deep feelings in both France 
and Germany is still the official 
policy of both countries, although 
their negotiations on the Saar’s 
future broke down only a few 
weeks ago. 

France then insisted that the 
Saar's economic union with her 
must continue even though she was 
willing to begin to place the Saar¬ 
landers on a basis of equality. 
The German Government on their 
part wanted to replace this econo¬ 
mic union with France by a new 
arrangement which would give the 
Saar more independence. 

Dr. Adenauer, Chancellor of the 
German Federal Republic, while 
pursuing a moderate policy, was 
strongly pressed at the same time 
by influential fellow-countrymen 
who want the Saar to be re-united 
with Germany. 

Despite this welter of conflicting 
anxieties and efforts to interfere, 
the Saar Elections seemed to allay 


results of the polls. 

rather than reawaken Franco- 
German suspicions. 

Nevertheless, there arc more 
obstacles to Franco-German agree¬ 
ment on the problem of “Euro¬ 
peanisation ” than there were be¬ 
fore the Saarlanders voted. 

The Germans were angry about 
the result, because they had ex¬ 
pected their propaganda to produce 
a bigger show of pro-German 
feeling. The first reaction of 
some German political parties was’ 
to decry the result as a true ex¬ 
pression of the people’s free will. 

FAILURE OF PROPAGANDA 

At first the French were jubilant 
over the result. They considered 
it was a clear defeat for the German 
propaganda campaign. German 
nationalism, they asserted rather 
tactlessly, had been unable to stir 
the enthusiasm of Saarlanders. 

What can be said is that the 
Saarlanders have shown an appre¬ 
ciation of the difficult times in 
which they live, and have voted for 
a further chance to decide their 
future for themselves. 

There is no overpowering’ 
reason why France and Germany 
should not agree on the Saar 
problem. The gap in opinion 
that was once wide is now much 
narrower, and at least a settled 
place by international Statute 
within the European Community is 
open to the peoples of the Saar. 


Essex Scouts’ H.Q. 



The famous rail! at Stanstcd 
Mount fit chct,‘ built in 1787, is 
now used by local Boy Scouts 
as their headquarters. 


WATER DIVINING 
FROM THE AIR 

An aeroplane has been used in 
Persia by United Nations experts 
prospecting for water supplies for 
this arid land. By aerial recon¬ 
naissance and photography tvvc 
years’ work of drilling wells and 
laying pipes has been accomplished 
in as many months. 

Furthermore, aerial photographs 
could be taken in summer to dis¬ 
close likely underground sources 
of water which could only be in¬ 
ferred from the ground during the 
rainy season. 



By the C N Press Gallery 
Correspondent 


ork at Westminster becomes 
no lighter. Our M.P.s will 
no doubt be glad to get away for 
the Christmas recess next week 
after all the late sittings and other 
complications of recent weeks. 

Why does the House of 
Commons sit late? In the main it 
is because the Opposition exert 
their traditional rights. “The duty 
of an Opposition is to oppose.” 
But the duty of the Government is 
to get its business done, and if 
because of opposition it cannot get 
it done in time, then it can have 
recourse to several instruments 
devised by previous Parliaments 
and used by previous Govern¬ 
ments. 


One of these is the suspension of 
the rule which (except for certain 
business which falls outside it) 
sets 10 p.m. as the lime limit for 
Government business. If the rule 
is suspended by a vote of the 
House a sitting can go beyond 
10 p.m. for as many hours as are 
necessary. The closure (which 
ends a debate) and the guillotine 
(which rations the time for debates 
on bills) are other measures. No¬ 
body likes them. But there is such 
a lot to talk about nowadays that 
they are often used. 


M r - James Carmichael, a Scottish 
M.P., said the other day: “I 
have recognised since I came here 
six years ago that the people who 
have been in the main engaged in 
hard physical work arc rarely men 
in the six-foot class. Those (the 
six-footers) are the people who 
have avoided the hard work.” 

What a splendid subject for an 
essay this would be!. For though 
there is much in what Mr. Car¬ 
michael says, how can this be true 
of many Irish labourers, who, 
with splendid physique, must be 
among the hardest workers in the 
world? 

And, at the other end of the 
scale, there are many within the 
acquaintance of this column who 
have all the leisure in the world 
but never tire of explaining how 
ill and fragile they are! 


|Pggs : Can the hon. gentleman 
say what difficulties now stand 
in the way of unscrambling the 
present complicated egg situation? 
—Lieut.-Col. Lipton, M.P. for 
Brixton. 


Jigging : The hon. gentleman is 
inviting Bannockburn over 
again by his attitude.—Scottish 
M.P. to English M.P. 

^re you going to be a lawyer? 

We commend to you, then, the 
study of an annual bill recently 
before Parliament which extends 
for a year “Subsection (1) of sec- 
lion three of the Emergency-Laws 
(Transitional Provisions) Act, 1946, 
which, as amended by section four 
of the Emergency Laws (Miscel¬ 
laneous Provisions) Act, 1947, ex¬ 
tends certain provisions of the 
Agriculture (Miscellaneous War 
Provisions) Act, 1940, relating to 
vheat and land drainage.” 


The Children*s Newspaper, December 20, 1952 

News from Everywhere 


CAT AND DOG LIFE 


NO SEWING 

Buttons can be attached to 
clothes without thread by a 
machine invented in America. It 
uses a thermoplastic process. 

An American Memorial Library 
costing five million marks is being 
built in the Blucherplatz in Berlin 
as a ’gift from the people of 
America. - - 

Lifeboats round Great Britain 
and Ireland were launched 53 times 
during November, and rescued 24 
people. In the first eleven months 
of this year they have been 
launched 603 times—a peacetime 
record. 

TIMELY PRESENCE 

Two men dressed as Santa Claus 
saved two children from drowning 
in a frozen canal at Utrecht, 
Holland. 

Helicopters with detachable 
baskets holding guides and dogs 
are to be used in Switzerland for 
mountain rescue work. 

A silver table service of 1829 
fetched £360 at a recent London 
auction. 

Thor Heyerdahl, leader of the 
Kon-Tiki voyage, is planning 
another expedition—this, time to 
the Brazilian jungle. 

TO IMPROVE HANDWRITING 

Mr. H. H. Pickard of Heading- 
ley, Leeds, has given . £100 to 
endow penmanship prizes at the 
Leeds Modern School. Mr. 
Pickard, now 86, left the schooLin 
1884. 


Recent statistics show that there 
are five million cats in Britain, and 
three million dogs. 

A library service is lo be started 
for Essex schools. Collections of 
books from the County Library 
will be sent to schools and changed 
periodically. 

A 27-year-old Dutchman, Dick 
Tober, recently completed a 16,000- 
mile voyage in an eight-ton steel 
yacht. He set out from Ymuiden, 
in Holland, and sailed to New 
Zealand via Cowes, Spain, the 
West Indies, Panama, the Society 
Islands, Samoa, and the Tonga 
Islands. 

BEST SELLER 

Over 1,800,000 copies of the new 
Revised Standard version of the 
King James Bible were sold in 
America within the first, eight 
weeks of publication. 

Lancashire County Youth 
Orchestra, founded earlier this 
year, has given its first public 
concert. None of the 50 members 
is over 21. 

Canada's Resources Department 
has formed a research unit which 
will review Eskimo economy, seek¬ 
ing to promote new industries to 
give 8500 Northland natives a 
better living. 

An old mine in Cornwall is 
being worked'for uranium. The 
ore was discovered some years ago, 
but then cost more to extract than 
it was worth. 


y&i/rfinest Cfiffcthias present: 



Once Christmas is over, what docs 
the New Year hold for you ? A dead¬ 
end job ? Or the chance to begin a 
splendid career in the Royal Air 
Force? If you’re bettveen 15 and 1VJ. 
the coupon below brings you full parti¬ 
culars of R.A.F.’s Apprenticeship and 
Boy Entrant Schemes. B5’ joining the 
R.A.F. as a trade Apprentice you start 
ahead and stay ahead—right through 
your career, as many of today’s senior 
R.A.F. officers can testify. The next 
entry joins early in 1953, so send for 
details before Christmas. 


f-1 

| -TO: R.A.F. (C.s.149) VICTORY HOUSE, LONDON, W.C.2 | 

I I am between 15 and ifh- Please send me the free illustrated book “ Highway for Touih ” > 
^ and details of the Apprenticeship scheme. j 

\ NAME...... | 

I ADDRESS... | 

^ . Applicants from British Isles only \ 

POST COUPON BEFORE 27th DECEMBER —OR YOU MAY BE TOO LATE 
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7fic Children's Newspaper, December 2.0, 1952 




CHAMPION COCOA TREE 


Western Samoa's average annual 
cocoa production is already the 
highest in the world. These islands 
are administered hy New Zealand, 
under U.N. Trusteeship, and profits 
from the trust-run agricultural 
estates are all used for the benefit 
of the territory. Thus some of 
the money has been used to build 
the new Samoa College, the first 
secondary school there. 

Cattle are also reared, and it is 
hoped to produce enough meat for 
local needs; but at present Samoans 
mostly buy tinned meat which they 
call “Pisupo,” because the first 
tinned food introduced was pea 
soup. 


IVORY THRONE OF 
3500 YEARS OLD 

Though the French no longer 
administer Syria their scholars still 
interest themselves in its past. 

Professor Claude Schaeffer has 
recently announced in Damascus 
the discovery by French experts of 
the 3500-year-old ivory throne of 
the Phoenician kings of Ugarit, 
and of plaster tablets in the 
Ugaritic and Akkadian language 
dating back to 2000 B.c. 

Ugarit, a capital of the old 
Phoenician Empire, is on the 
Mediterranean, north of Latakia. 

GLASS COAT FOR HOT 
STEEL 

Glass has proved better than any 
other material for lubricating hot 
steel billets emerging from a fur¬ 
nace and passing onto a machine 
to be drawn out into various 
shapes. 

. The glass is applied in the form 
of glass mats which, when wrapped 
around the hot billet, melt and pro¬ 
vide the metal with a glass coat. 
Besides lubricating the metal, the 
glass also insulates the drawing 
tools from the heat of the billet 
and reduces wear. 


MORE PAPER 

Experts of the. United Nations 
plan to produce paper in larger 
quantities in the Philippines. ft 
will be made from a blend of the 
Benguet pine with Manila hemp, 
rice straw, sugar cane waste, bam¬ 
boo, and cogan grass. 

A Norwegian expert, Mr. Per 
Klem, claims that this industry 
could supply not only enough 
paper to satisfy the needs of the 
Philippines, but also contribute to¬ 
wards the growing demand from 
other countries in South-East Asia. 


PICTURES IN THE SKY 

A society to project pictures on 
the clouds has been formed in 
Copenhagen. It will do this with 
what may be termed the world's 
biggest magic lantern, 30 feet long 
and with a lens (of plastic) two feet 
in diameter. It is- capable of 
throwing a picture to a height of 
3000 feet and covering an area of 
30,000 square feet. 


TOOTHPICK TOWER 

A len-foot-high scale model of 
the Eiffel Tower has been made 
entirely from toothpicks and glue 
by a man in California. He 
used some 50,000 toothpicks. 


61-WHEELER 

, A 200-ton trailer, claimed to be 
the largest in Europe, has just been 
used to carry a gigantic trans¬ 
former to a new power station in 
Sweden. 

The trailer is S2 feet long, 12 
feet 5 inches wide, and has 64 | 
wheels, all fitted with hydraulic 
brakes. 


There is a certain cocoa tree in 
Western Samoa that produces 16 
times more cocoa than any of the 
other 250,000 in (he plantation. 

It seems to be completely im¬ 
mune to discasg, and cuttings from 
it have now been successfully cul¬ 
tivated. This also is a record, for 
hitherto no one had been able to 
grow cocoa trees from cuttings in 
Western Samoa. 

When the cuttings arc strong 
enough they will be planted out, 
and after they have been producing 
for three or four years it will be 
possible to take more cuttings 
from them, so that this cocoa 
estate will consist of perfect trees. 


OLD CHURCH FOR 
YOUNG SCOUTS 

The condemned 14th-century 
Church of St. Simon and St. Jude, 
Norwich, is being converted into a 
headquarters for Boy Scouts. 
About £2400 has been spent, and 
an appeal has been launched for a 
further £600. 

The building-in its new guise will 
contain a kitchen, cloakrooms, and 
possibly a stage. The nave will be 
used for Scout training. 

In one grave under the chancel 
of this.church lie four knights who 
fell on Mouschold Heath when 
fighting Robert Kctt and his rebels 
in the reign of Edward the Sixth. 


COLONIAL SHOP 
WINDOW 

Described as the ’‘shop win¬ 
dow”, of British Honduras, the 
Stann Creek Valley is the scene of 
an experiment devised -to bring 
added prosperity to this British 
Colony in the Caribbean. Orange 
trees have been planted on 1500 
acres of newly-cleared land and a 
big new plant is now being estab¬ 
lished for the production of fruit 
juices. 

Elsewhere in British Honduras 
banana plantations are beginning 
to yiefd fruit,- and shipments arc 
being made regularly to the British 
people, who have provided the 
funds for most of these develop¬ 
ment schemes. 


A LITTLE HIT OF IRELAND 

Records of carol-singing by the 
pupils of Moneydarragh Primary 
School, in the heart of the Mourne 
Mountains, are being flown to 
Sydney, and will be broadcast on 
Christmas Day. 


Preparing for pantomime 

Mr. John Lee is here seen at work in his London studio 
painting masks and licad-dresses which are used in panto¬ 
mime. Some arc treated with fluorescent paint, which gives 
them an effect even more ceric. 


Mayflower Pilgrims give thanks 

At Princetown, Massachusetts, Town Crier Arthur Snader, in 
the role of Elder Brewster, leads a group of Pilgrims in a 
prayer of thanksgiving for their safe voyage from England in 
the Mayflower. They are rc-enacting the Pilgrims’ landing 
on American soil 332 years ago. 


CAPTAIN’S QUARTERS 

There is a house in Lambeth, 
London, where the harsh but brave 
Captain Bligh of the Bounty lived 
with his wife and children when he 
was ashore. An L.C.C. commemor¬ 
ative plaque has now been fixed 
to it. 

William Bligh rose to be an 
admiral and Governor of New 
South Wales, but lie will always be 
remembered as the martinet com¬ 
mander of the Bounty, whose 
sailors mutinied and set him and 
18 others adrift in a boat only 23 
feet long. In this little boat, under 
the resourceful leadership of their 
captain, the castaways made a 
tremendous voyage of more than 
3600 miles. 

Admiral Bligh was buried in 
Lambeth in 1817. in the church¬ 
yard of St. Mary the Virgin. 


AMERICA’S NEW 
TREASURER 

The signature of Mrs. Ivy Baker 
Priest will soon be one of the best- 
known in America, for she has 
been chosen by Mr. Dwight Eisen¬ 
hower, as Treasurer of the United 
States. Her name will he printed 
on all U.S. currency notes. 

A native of Utah, Mrs. Priest is 
the mother of three school-age 
children. She herself was one of 
seven children. Her father became 
ill while she was in college, and 
she had to leave her studies and go 
cut to work to help support the 
family. 

As Vice-President of the Utah 
Safety Council she has been par¬ 
ticularly active in pressing for 
safety legislation. 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC 

Carols for the Twelve Days of 
Christmas, by Percy M. Young 
(Dennis Dobson, 12s. 6el.) 

DR Percy Young is the best of 
all guides to the wonderland 
of music, and with this latest of his 
books he places all singers and 
lovers of the carol in his debt. 

It contains 50 songs of Christ- 
mastide—familiar and unfamiliar 
—-with piano accompaniment and 
notes on their origin, as well as 
advice on the best way of render¬ 
ing them. 

Decorations by Ida Procter en¬ 
hance a work which is aglow with 
love and understanding. Here 
indeed is a book which can be a 
joy for ever. Here are riches! 


ANTI-FADE SPRAY 

A new spray coating for 
windows—quite invisible once it is 
dry—filters out harmful rays from 
sunlight and prevents curtains, up¬ 
holstery, and wallpaper front 
fading. 

In America the. spraying solu¬ 
tion is sold in a pressurised con¬ 
tainer with a fingertip control 
valve. Anyone can use it, and 
there is no need to call in pro¬ 
fessional assistance to spray-treat 
the windows. 


3 

PR 

BARNARDS’S 

HOMES 


Still dependent on Public Support 



About 7000 children in our care will 
be hanging up their stockings on 
Christmas Eve in readiness for the 
visit of Father Christmas. Will you 
make a point of seeing that they 
are not disappointed by sending a 
Christmas Gift. 

Postal Orders or cheques for any amount 
will be warmly welcomed. They should 
be crossed, made payable to " Dr. 
Barnardo’s Homes,” and sent to S 
Barnardo House, Stepney Causeway, 
London, £./. 


PROUD OF 
YOUR BIKE 

... aren’t you ? 



fitted with ... 


jplbrcra: 

BRAKE BLOCKS 


No matter what make your bicycle 
may be, fit it with fibrax brake 
blocks. You can trust them—they’re 
SURE STOPPERS at any speed. 
They look good, too, on a smart 
machine. For steel rims fibrax 
black block ; for alloy rims the new 
soft red block especially designed 
for alloy). Both obtain¬ 
able from cycle shops 
\ everywhere. 

FREE ! 



Get the lest out of 

_ your bike. Write now 

{*• I- \ for FREE BOOK¬ 
LET packed with 
, v0 e*» \ hints on riding and 
' maintenance. 


FIBRAX LIMITED 

2C TUDOR STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 


CHEMISTRY 

Wide range of apparatus and 
Laboratory Equipment. 
Send 2 ltd. stamp for Price List. 

A. N. BECK & SONS 

(Dept. C N), 

60 Stoke Newington High.Street, 
London, N.16 
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Sports pavilion as memorial 

Girls of the netball team at Busli Elms Secondary School 
running from the sports pavilion built by the boys at the 
school. It has been dedicated as memorial to members of 


the staff and old boys who where killed in the rear. 



THE STORY of my LH l 

❖ ■■ i-— 



Of all the lovely books 
Enid Blyton has written 
for you, this story—of her 
own wonderful life—will 
become one of your 
greatest favourites. Here 
are stories of Enid 
Blyton’s schooldays, of her 
pets, her garden, her 
hobbies and how she 
writes the books that 
spread happiness among 
countless boys and girls 
all over the world. 128 
big pages with 87 photos 
—many from Miss Blyton’s 
own albums. “ The Story 
of My Life,” by Enid 
Blyton, will be one of 
this year’s most 1 ( V/T 
treasured Christ- v 

mas gifts. _ ^ y~ 


Thousands upon thousands of boys and girls are % 
going to have their happiest Christmas ever with 
these very special books. They are absolutely “ wizard 



In the “Daily Graphic 
CORONATION Gift Book,” 

Malcolm Saville tells the 
thrilling story of the 
Coronation pageantry. He 
tells you, too, all about the 
glorious ritual of the 
Coronation ceremony and 
of those who, by ancient 
claim or by duty, will take 
part in the crowning of 
Queen Elizabeth II. 80 big 
pages with 7 Colour Plates 
and 32 pages of photo¬ 
graphs. Many drawings 
and maps. This grand 
Gift Book will be on sale 
Saturday next — th'e 
demand will be Qfg 

enormous. •— w. 

: Both books - available ■ from your usual newsagent, Af 
bookseller, W. H. Smith’s, Boots’, Stores, etc. If . any jH 
difficulty send Postal Order (adding 6 d. to _ the cost price of » 
each book for postage) direct to the publishers: y-. 

PETKINS. 9 N0RTH1MGT0H STREET, LONDON, W.G.1 N 




By the C N Flying Correspondent 


Flying trailer 

Resigned to speed loading and 
delivery of supplies to armies 
in the field, a new American 
trailer can be either used on the 
road or be attached to an aircraft 
to form a giant freight hold. 

On the road it can be towed 
behind a light truck; in the air it 
forms the ventral “pack” of the 
big Fairchild XC-120 Pack Plane. 
Airborne, it flies with its doors 
locked partially open, thus con¬ 
verting it from a huge box into a 
streamlined “fuselage.” 

Pilots “ hi own-up ” 

'J'rainee jet pilots in the R.A.F. 

are being taught how to aban¬ 
don their aircraft in flight—but the 
training is done on the ground. 

To get them used to their ejector 
seats in an emergency, they are 
being fired up mobile 48-foot 
training towers mounted on huge 
“Queen Mary” trailers. The 
equipment consists of a standard 
ejector-seat fitted to the tower on 
guide rails and fired up it by an 
explosive cartridge. The seat is 
stopped before it reaches the top 
and the pilot and seat are lowered 
by a pulley. 

Helicopters galore 

The U.S. Army and Navy have 
affirmed their faith in the 
helicopter by ordering more than 
4000 of them—in assorted shapes 
and sizes—for delivery in 1953-54. 
The bill will come to more than 
£ 66 , 000 , 000 . 

The smallest hoverplane on 
order is the Jet-Jeep, a one-man 
observation plane. It can be 
carried on a jeep trailer and can 
use the same fuel and tool kit. 
Power is provided by two pulsejets 
at the rotor tips. 

Thin wing jet 

^vions Hurd Dubois, well 
known for their aircraft with 
super-thin wings, have entered a 
proposed jet airliner in a contest 
organised by the French Govern¬ 
ment. 

This contest will enable the 
authorities to pick an airliner suit¬ 
able for their European and Medi¬ 
terranean services. 

The suggested Hurel Dubois air¬ 
liner is the HD-45. Seating 80 
passengers, it has a long, cigar¬ 
shaped fuselage, a high, thin wing, 
and is powered by twin turbojets, 
mounted on the wing struts. 

Swift and Hunter 

The Secretary of State for Air, 
L,ord De L'lslc and Dudley, 
V.C., has announced that the first 
squadrons of Vickers Supermarine 
Swifts will be in service by next 
June, and that Hunters should not 
be far behind. 

Airborne Santa Claus 

American troops at .Mildenhall 
are giving an enormous Christ¬ 
mas party to British children liv¬ 
ing nearby. The climax will be the 
arrival of Santa Claus in a U.S. 
Air Force helicopter. 
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NEW CHIMPS FOR ZOO 
TEA PARTY 


By Craven Hill, C N Correspondent at London Zoo 


Zoo officials making plans for 
next year's Chimps’ Tea Party 
think they now have their arrange¬ 
ments, complete. 

A new quartet will be trained, the 
former animals being too old, but 
two chimps now in the Gardens— 
two-year-old Fifi and 14-month- 
old Wendy—are already ear¬ 
marked for the party, and two 
more are coming shortly from the 
British Cameroons. They were 
caught by native hunters and are 
being sent to London by Dr. 
J. P. F. Hummel of Lagos. 

“Only one thing is causing delay 
—an export .licence,”' Mr. George 
Cansdale, the Zoo superintendent, 
tells me. “Chimpanzees cannot be 
sent over here without permission 
from the local Government. But 
that may soon be forthcoming. 

“We hope so, anyway, because 
there will not be too much time to 
train the animals for the party. 
Training these young apes takes 
several months, and is the special 
work of Headkeeper Laurie Smith 
and his colleagues. 

“It already'seems certain that 
the party will have a female chair¬ 
man. She is Fifi, who is an un¬ 
usually clever animal and already 
knows the meaning of many 
words.” 

Talking of Fifi, her latest prank 
is certainly causing much laughter. 
Every day this amiable and amus¬ 
ing little ape is visited and petted 
by scores of folk, and just recently 
she has discovered that some of 
them wear sock suspenders. 

Now her greatest joy is to hitch 
up the trouser-.'nds of any male 
interviewer to see if there are 
suspenders on his legs. If she finds 
them, she grips the elastic and 
pulls hard until it either breaks or 
snaps back upon the victim's calf! 

At times she gets away with the 
whole suspender, which amuses 
her for hours. 

goME very interesting animal 
nurseries are being planned in 
the Gardens for Coronation Year, 
and it is plain that when spring 
comes round there will be a [ 


marked rise in the menagerie's 
birth-rate, with lots of new babies 
waiting to entertain the public. 

Among the first youngsters ex¬ 
pected in the New Year are cubs 
for Minnie and Pickles, the brown 
bears on the Mappin Terraces. 
For the past 13 years Minnie has 
had either twins or triplets every 
January except two. 

. As a rule twins and triplets came 
alternately, and as there were twin 
cubs last January, officials expect 
Minnie’s 1953 addition to the 
menagerie to be triplets again—and 
three baby brown bears should 
amuse young visitors, for they are 
such, natural comedians. 

Another important birth impend¬ 
ing is a fawn for the Indian 
spotted deer, Henry and Ginger, at 
the cattle sheds. 

This pair are amazingly different 
in temperament. Henry, who came 
from India in 1946, is so friendly 
that visitors can safely stroke him 
at all seasons. 

His partner, on the other hand, 
is so timid that, in the words of 
Headkeeper Pullen, “no one can 
ever get near her.” 

Let me close this week with a 
word of warning. When visit¬ 
ing the Zoo on a windy day, be 
sure to hold on to your hat. 

I say this because the other day 
a schoolgirl, wearing a smart new 
beret, was bending over the para¬ 
pet to watch Brumas when a gust 
blew her headgear into the en¬ 
closure. 

Ever on the watch for new play¬ 
things, Brumas pounced upon the 
beret, used it as a mop for wiping 
the rocks, and finally tore it to bits 
before keepers could rescue it! 


THE HELPING BEAK 

Instead of immediately eating 
crumbs thrown to them,' several 
pigeons in a Barcelona park were 
seen to carry them to a collapsed 
building. Later it was discovered 
that they were feeding five pigeons 
| trapped under the debris. 



One of the Queen’s young men 


A C N reader, six-year-old Brian Grayes of Malmesbury, 
Wiltshire, has won many prizes at carnivals as a Guards 
bandsman on his drum horse. A photograph of him (left) is 
compared with a picture of a mounted drummer of the Life 
Guards which appeared in the C N not long ago. 
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One of the drawings from Highland 
Bumble, written and illustrated by 
Magdalen Eldon ( Collins, 7s. 6d.) 



V. hen I am bad and won’t do as 
I should 

I go to Change Corner to get 
made good. 

From The Fire to Seven Treasure 

Ilooh (Blandford Press, 7s. 6d.) 

MYSTERY IN A LAKE 

The Dark Island, by Anne Barrett 
(Collins, 8s. 6d.) 

Looking across the lake from 
their window on the first even¬ 
ing of their holidays in Ireland, 
young Charles and Kate-noticed 
one island that seemed larger and 
darker than the others. When 
they asked the Irish maid, Bridie, 
about it she hastily drew the 
curtains. 

“There's things that isn't good 
to see,” she said quietly, and left 
them. 

After that, of course, Charles 
and Kate had to investigate, and 
.their adventures make a first-class 
mystery yarn. 

NEW THEMES—OLD SETTING 

The Bridal Gown, by Diatta Ross 
(Faber and Faocr, 10s. 6d.) 

To write a fairy-tale convincingly 
in the traditional style but with 
original ideas, is not so easy as it 
sounds. Diana Ross has succeeded 
admirably in this collection of 
stories. Those who like to read of 
witches, handsome princes, beauti¬ 
ful maidens, and strange magic 
happenings, will find much to 
fascinate them in this charmingly 
illustrated book. 
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HUT MAN AT HOME 

Exploring the Hut Country, by 
G. D. Fisher (IV. & R. Chambers, 
8s. 6cl.) 

the title indicates, the author 
is The Hut Man of the BBC 
Children’s Hour and the C N. 
Betty and Michael have a fascinat¬ 
ing time exploring the countryside 
with their expert guide—not to 
mention Mowgli, the spaniel. 
These pages are packed with de¬ 
lightful country lore, and many 
young ’ nature-lovers will feci 
envious of Betty and Michael. 
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Alderney Cow and Specklcdy 
Hen change clothes. From Alice 
in Slarland, by Fay McGregor 
(IT'. Foulsham and Co., 7s. 6d.) 
The illustrations are by John 
Tenniel, great-nephew of the 
famous artist who first pictured 
Alice in Wonderland. 


Toto and Handy ride off on the 
hack of Figs—one of the many 
drawings in The Helen llayicood 
Christmas Book (Hutchinson, 7s. 6tl.) 

PRODUCING THE SHOW 

Play Production for Amateurs, by 
Eric Bradwcll (Allen and Unwin, 
(IGs. 6d.) 

^ll who take part in amateur 
plays know from experience 
how much depends on the pro¬ 
ducers, however good the piece or 
talented the actors. This book is 
one of the most comprehensive yet 
written on the art of producing 
plays by amateurs. It is by an 
expert from New Zealand, a 
country where there is practically 
no professional drama. 

OUT OF THIS WORLD 

Moon Ahead! by Leslie Greener 
(The Bodley Head, 9s. 6d.) 

Bv far the safest and most com¬ 
fortable way of travelling to 
the Moon is in a fireside chair 
with this book. There we can 
share all the excilement that befalls 
the intrepid space-travellers, and 
find ourselves convinced that 
Earth's satellite will one day be 
explored. 


ft 
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FANTASTIC FUN 

So Hi ami the White Horse of Fit, 
by Cynon Beat on-Jones {James Barrie. 
8s. 6d.) 

J-Jf.re we meet again Drip off, the 
lovable dragon, and his boy 
friend. So Hi. This time the'y get 
mixed up with a magic horse that 
has only to tap its hoof three times 
to grant anyone a wish. This de¬ 
lightfully funny story has been 
read twice by the B B C in response 
to requests - from thousands of 
children all over Britain. 





One of Iris Gillespie’s many de¬ 
lightful illustrations for Fedora 
die Donkey , by Kathleen Fidler 
( Lutterworth , 8s. 6(1.) A story of 
a donkey who set out to see the 
world and found much excitement 
before returning to his beach. 



Muffin the Mule anu iVregrinc the Penguin prepare to set up the First Aid 
Post. From Here Comes Muffin, by Annette Mills, and illustrated by 
Molly Blake (University of London Press , 7s. 6(1.) 



Baby Green Pig refuses to eat his 
bread and jam li because it’s not 
cut into soldiers.” From Talcs 
from the Secret BushJand , by 
Thelma Cocking ( Ilarrap , 4s.) 



<r" 

This drawing of eagles preparing to attack is from 
Ray of the Rainbows, by Mortimer Batten, illustrated 
ty G. Vernon Stokes (Hollis and Carter , 16s.) It is a 
thrilling story of a boy who lived among the animals 
in the forests of Canada. 


YOUNG SAILORS ASHORE 

A Mountain of Gold, by Adrian 
Seligman (Hodder and Stoughton. 

9s. 6d.) 

y[o RE °ld friends beckon us to 
excitement in this book by a 
sailor of whom it is said: “He 
knows the sea and he knows chil¬ 
dren,” The youthful crew of 
Brumes de l’Aube, the youngsters 
in his earlier books, now turn 
inland to the Spanish mountains, 
where their friend Marek, the 
secret agent, is in trouble. 

- -— Also Recommended 

THE SKY AND ITS MYSTERIES, 
by E. Agar Beet (Bell, 15s.) 

ft, M, RUPERT OF THE RHINE, by 

itr&fJtJt Bernard Fergusson—Brief Lives Series 

(Collins, 7s. 6d.) 

JUNIOR BIBLE ARCHAEO¬ 
LOGY, by H. V. Morsley (Epworlh 
Press, 6s. 6d.) 

AEROMODELLER ANNUAL 

1952, compiled by D. L. Laidlaw- 
Dickson (Model Aeronautical Press, 
10s.) 

THE RAILWAY BUILDERS, by 
Emmeline Garnett (Collins, 12s. 6d.) 

SEA-EAGLE, and other tales of the 
Wild, by Raphael Nelson (Epworth 
Press, 5s.) 

BOOK OF SPORT FOR BOYS 

1953, by Raymond Glendenning 
(Sportsguide Publications, 10s. 6d.) 

BBC CHILDRENS HOUR 
ANNUAL, edited by May E. Jenkin 
(Burke Publishing Co., 9s. 6d.) 

LISTENING TO MUSIC, by 
Roger Fiske (Harrap, 8s, 6d.) 



The two merboys 
go fishing with 
Paddy Rory—one 
of the delightful 
illustrations by 
Shirley Hughes 
for TheMarvellous 
Merlad, by Judith 
Masefield (Collins, 
8 S . 6 d . ) Miss 
Masefield is the 
daughter of the 
Poet Laureate, 
and this is her 
first book. 


YOUNG ADVENTURERS 

Alarms anil Excursions, by. F. 
Douglas (Faber Faber, 9s. 6d.) 

gucit excursions may well have 
caused some alarm to the 
parents of three little Londoners, 
for Nicholas is only e)even-and-a- 
half (as good as 12, he claims) 
while his .cousins Pippy and Jake 
are even younger. 

But needless to say they are 
not too young to become involved 
in a remarkable series of adven¬ 
tures, and Nicholas relates them in 
delightful style. 

FAIRY KINGDOM 

Prince Curly, by Anthony A. Nye 
(Macmillan. 8s. 6cl.) 

^cross the great Ocean of 
Imagination lies the Land of 
Grinsmiles, ruled over by King 
Fuzzlehead the Fifty-First and 
Queen Teardrops. It is a land 
where anything can happen, as 
mortal schoolboy Curly Higgins 
soon discovered when he arrived 
there in fine style one day with his 
sister Pam. 

The story of their adventures is 
a delightful fantasy, told in lively 
fashion by a young author who, 
like pantomime producers, is .well 
aware that young children like fun 
even more than they like fairies. 


For Younger Readers 

THE BROWNIE’S MAGIC, by 
Enid Blyton (Macmillan, 6s. 6d.) 

WOODLAND BABIES and 
PUPPY TALES (Collins, Is. 6d. each) 

THREE JOLLY FISHERMEN and 
THREE JOLLY CLOWNS, written 
and pictured by CAM (Collins, 6s. 
each.) 

HARE AND THE EASTER 
EGGS, by Alison Uttley (Collins, 4s.) 

A CHILD'S BOOK OF DOGS, by 
Luis M. Henderson (Publicity Pro¬ 
ducts, 2s.) 

THE LITTLE HORSE BUS, by 
Graham Green, with illustrations by 
Dorothy Craigie (Parrish, 8s. 6d.) 

THE TIRED TRAIN and other 
stories, by Leila Berg and illustrated 
by Jean Bailey (Parrish, 6s.) 

PRUDENCE KITTEN, by Annette 
Mills and George Fry (University of 
London Press, 4s. 6d.) 

JOHN AND JENNIFER GO 
TRAVELLING, by Gee Denes 
(Nelson, 6s.) 

COWBOYS, and INDIANS, by E. 
Joseph Dreany—Pop-up Action books 
(Publicity Products, 5s. each) 



Hares at play, by James Lucas—an illustration from 
Enid Blyton's Animal Lover's Book (Evans, 16s.) 
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THE RIGHT 
ANSWER 

jyjR. Anthony Eden said 
' A some wise words to Britons 
and Americans the other day 
when ne warned both nations 
that “ the answer to Com¬ 
munism is not abuse but to be 
a more successful civilisation 
for peoples of every section to 
live in.” 

It is all too easy to condemn 
what we see to be wrong in 
false doctrines, but condemna¬ 
tion is not enough; they must 
be challenged, and the most 
effective challenge is to pro¬ 
duce something finer and 
better. 

As Mr. Eden graphically ex¬ 
pressed it: “We have to fight 
the torture of the human mind 
and body which is going on 
behind the Iron Curtain with 
the kind of freedom and the 
tolerance and understanding 
which is what the free world 
means.” 

The best way of waging the 
light, in Mr. Eden’s view, is to 
prepare “ constructive plans 
for the world ” in which the 
English-speaking peoples will 
whole-heartedly co-operate 
with all other free nations. 
They must be torchbearers, 
spreading light in dark places 
by demonstrating that the good 
and the true work for mankind 
more effectively than the evil 
and the false. 

We have not only to believe 
in what is right; wc have to 
make the right work in every¬ 
day affairs. 


HANDS ACROSS THE 
SEA 

'"The largest sum ever granted 
by the Pilgrim Trust—no 
less than £100,000—is to be 
devoted to the preservation of 
Britain’s beautiful old churches. 

Hands Across the Sea is a 
well-worn phrase, but here is a 
glorious example of its meaning. 
This laud is a treasury of noble 
churches, hallowed by centuries 
of prayer, and of the utmost 
historic interest. But the cost of 
keeping them in repair has be¬ 
come an acute problem, and 
£4,000,000 will be required in the 
next ten years to save them from 
ruin. 

This princely contribution to 
the formidable total, from a 
source that had its origin across 
the Atlantic, forges yet another 
link between the English-speak¬ 
ing peoples. 

But let us all look to our own 
responsibilities. Lord Chancellor 
Simonds has pointed out that if 
Britain’s eight million families 
were each to give a shilling a 
year for ten years the problem 
of repairing our churches would 
be solved. 



Under the Editor’s Table 


PETER PUCK 
WANTS TO 
KNOW 

If musicians 
give them¬ 
selves airs 

Ten, thousand cups a year arc 
lost from railway refreshment 
rooms. Have gone to' ^join the 
flying saucers. 


Birds in the winter 

IYTany of the bird friends we 
like to see in our gardens 
turn to us for help when Jack 
Frost binds the earth. 

During a hard winter kindly 
folk save many of them by put¬ 
ting out food and water. 

Hints on the best ways of 
doing this can be obtained from 
The British Federation of Animal 
Welfare Societies, Room “C,” 
Denison House, Vauxhall Bridge 
Road, London, W.l. 


America to Britain 

Though ages long have passed 
Since onr fathers left their home, 
Their pilot in the blast, 

O’er untravelled seas to roam. 
Yet lives the blood of England 
in our veins! 

And shall we not proclaim 
That blood of honest fame, 
Which no tyranny can tame 
By its chains? 

While the manners, while the 
arts, 

That mould a nation's soul, 

Still cling around our hearts, 
Between let ocean roll. 

Our joint communion breaking 
with the sun: 

Yet, still, from either beach 
The voice of blood shall reach 
More audible than speech, 

“We are one!” 

Washington Allston 


A girl says her watch has 
travelled round the world with her. 
Goes wherever she goes. 

Electricity is a boon to village 
communities. Yet they make light 
of it. 

Some boys have formed a baud 
with tin cans and wooden spoons.- 
Ought to make stirring music. 


A school of porpoises has been Cockneys are said to have the 
seen at Bexhill. Evidently on a greatest sense of humour in the 
school outing. world. Capital companions. 

BILLY BEETLE 



Toward the stars 



A new mosaic floor at the 
National Gallery is being laid 
by Mr. Boris Anrep in marble 
of fifty different colours. One 
of the panels shows astronomer 
Fred Hoyle as a stegophilist 
(steeple addict), striving to 
reach the heavens. 


Wlion Hie wcalhcr defies 
Ihe weather man 

"\T7hat a sensation there would 
'' be if a BBC announcer 
were to say: “We have.no idea 
what the weather will be for the 
next 24 hours!” 

Yet the cat was let out of the 
meteorological bag recently by 
Sir David Brunt, F.R.S., who 
said there is one fact that the 
forecaster never tells the public: 
that there are occasions when he 
does not know what the weather 
will be. 

“The atmosphere is so ex¬ 
tremely complicated,” explained 
Sir David, “that in spite of many 
mathematicians having taken it 
up, there has not yet been any 
rule developed that would be 
universally applicable.” 

We can readily believe that 
our climate is sometimes too 
complicated even for an expert; 
so he should not be judged too 
harshly if occasionally he has 
failed to predict the queer mix¬ 
ture that turns up. 


SIX COUNTRIES IN 
AGREEMENT 

hear so much about 
' * countries disagreeing that 
it is refreshing to hear of some 
that are in agreement. 

The shining lights are Britain, 
the United States, France, 
Holland, Australia, and New 
Zealand which jointly govern 
different islands in the South 
Pacific Ocean and work together 
through an organisation called 1 
the South Pacific Commission. 

At a conference in Sydney, the 
Secretary of the Commission, 
Sir Brian Freeston, has con¬ 
gratulated these six countries on 
the fact that their decisions were 
always unanimous and that they 
never had any political quarrels 
when discussing the welfare of 
the peoples of the South Pacific. 
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THINGS SAID 

C''haracter is rather like a 
^ banking account—you can 
draw on it, but not overdraw it. 

Judge II. L. Beazley 

T oyalties are good, but it is 
important to get them right. 

Archbishop of Canterbury 

XJUe are proud that whereas 
almost every commodity 
or service has doubled or trebled 
its charges since 1940, our 
postage remains at 2+d. 

Postmaster- General 


Cure for doodling 

HTifE Post Office authorities, 
about to introduce a new 
type of telephone kiosk in the 
Middlesbrough area, were wor¬ 
ried lest doodlers should spoil 
the walls. 

They consulted a psychologist, 
and he advised them to put a 
mirror in every phone box. The 
advice was taken, and it was 
soon found to be effective. 

It would seem that, given a 
chance of reflection, doodlers 
forget to doodle. 

Thirty Years Ago 

T'he enterprising Swiss Air 
^ Office is trying to arrange 
with European countries a huge 
international air service, one of 
the principal routes suggested 
being from Copenhagen to 
Brindisi. 

The flight would thus begin in 
Denmark, go through Germany, 
and Switzerland, and end up in 
the very south of Italy, a distance 
by rail of nearly 1800 miles. The 
flight of a passenger aeroplane 
would take 29 hours, against the 
68 hours of the big trans- 
European express trains. 

The journey would be broken 
at the Alps, which passengers 
would cross by train. 

’ From the Children’s Newspaper, 
December 23, 1922 


Two ingredients are essential 
-*■ to consolidate the gains 
made during 1952. One is con¬ 
fidence and the other is faith. 

Mr. S. G. Holland, 
New Zealand's Premier 

Y/17ithout Spartan discipline 
we will lose the spirit of 
adventure which has contributed 
so much to the building of the 
Empire. 

Revd. J. H. Bury, Headmaster of 
Ranelagh School, Bracknell 


IN THE COUNTRY 


Tn winter the country-lover may 
sometimes wonder whether 
there is even greater joy in 
returning home than in setting 
forth. Perhaps the beauty and 
quiet of the late December after¬ 
noon has tempted the rambler to 
extend a tramp across the fields 
until the low sun is sinking 
behind the woods, and suddenly 
the air grows chilly. 

The rooks, after much com¬ 
motion, have retreated to their 
roosting trees, the pheasant has 
sought his favourite bough, the 
blackbirds have retired into the 
covert, and now only the robin 
is “tick-ticking” in the naked 
hedgerow. 

From a slight rise in the path 
the rambler looks down upon 
the lights appearing one by one 
in the village. The sight suggests 
one of the great pleasures of 
winter—a fire-lit room, with 
curtains drawn to shut out the 
cold and the gloom of the night. 
Here is joy indeed after a 
country walk when the air has 
a “nip of frost in it.” 


JUST AN IDEA 

As H. Ward Beecher wrote: 
When there is love in the heart 
there are rainbows in the eyes, 
which cover every black cloud 
with gorgeous hues. 


GOOD FELLOW 

One of the animals which a 
generous and sociable man 
would soonest become is a dog. 
A dog can have a friend ; he has 
affections and character, he can 
enjoy equally the field and the 
fireside ; he dreams, he caresses, 
he propitiates ; he offends, and 
is pardoned ; he stands by you 
in adversity ; he is a good fellow. 

Leigh Hunt 



OUR HOMELAND 


The village of Dedham, in the 
valley of the Stour, Essex 
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ATOMIC FUN BEHIND 
THE IRON CURTAIN 



By Eric Gillett, the CN Film Critic 


George Potts (played by George Cole) meets the interpreter (Nadia 
Gray) on his arrival at the Russian atomic centre near Moscow 


Top Secret is a gay and diverting 
film made by the team re¬ 
sponsible for Laughter in Paradise. 
Mario Zampi has produced and 
directed it; Jack Davis and Michael 
Pertvvee have written the script. 

George Cole, who did so well in 
Who Goes There? and several 
other pictures, has the leading part 
in this one as George Potts, a 
sanitary engineer at the Barvvorth 
Atomic. Research Centre. He is 
'leaving for a holiday, taking with 
him in his brief case his plans for 
the new men’s ablutions room. 

At the same moment Professor 
Layton, the famous atomic expert, 
falls to the ground, ill. In the con¬ 
fusion Potts goes away with 
Layton's brjef case, and eventually 
finds himself in Moscow, the 
honoured guest of the Soviet. 

SPOT OF BOTHER 

The events that bring him there 
are extraordinarily funny, and the 
people involved in them arc some 
of the most capable British film 
actors. Wilfrid Hyde White is the 
Minister of Defence who finds 
himself in a spot of bother when 
the vitally important plans, are lost, 
and Geoffrey Sumner is a dapper 
Major sent to look for them. 

Frederick Leister is the Prime 
Minister who telephones the order 
to “Seal Britain!” before the plans 
leave the country. Oscar Hornolka 
is the genial Russian who first 
makes contact with Potts, and in 
the end is only too glad to cross 
with him into the British zone of 
Berlin, in order to save his own 
skin. 

GOOD DIALOGUE 

it is a pleasure to see a film 
which has a really amusing idea 
and some most effective dialogue. 
George Cole makes a good job of 
the simple-minded Potts, who finds 
himself involved in unimaginable 
adventures, and has not the 
slightest idea for some days what 
all the trouble is about. 

Nadia Gray is the pleasant 
young woman who is told to look 
after Potts in Moscow and begins 
by disliking him intensely because 
she believes him to be a traitor to 
his country. 

Top Secret sets a cracking pace 
from the beginning, and if it does 
not quite maintain it to the very 


end, it provides another example 
of British film comedy likely to 
amuse audiences in many parts of 
the world. 

goMEBODY Loves Me, made in 
very glossy Technicolor, gives 
Betty Hutton a chance to be her 
dynamic self and to sing an extra¬ 
ordinarily large number of songs. 

The story concerns a pair of 
vaudeville artists whose mutual 
jealousy interferes with their work. 
It is not important. Neither is the 
rest of the cast. It is a case of 
Betty Hutton first and the rest 
nowhere. 

Qne of the most interesting of 
recent cinema events is the re¬ 
vival of the late D. W. Griffiths’ 
famous film, The Birth of a 
Nation. 

It appeared first in 1915, when it 
took nearly two-and-three-quarter 
hours to show. Now it seems to 
have been cut and a sound track of 
music and incidental noises has 
been added, though the film 
remains speechless. 

The Birth of a Nation was the 
first film to tackle on a big scale a 
really important subject — the 
American Civil War, and the 
assassination of Abraham Lincoln. | 
Among the cast were Lilian Gish, 
Mae Marsh, and Henry B. 
Walthall. 

Photography today is 37 years 
better'than it was then, and it will 
be surprising if you see The Birth 
of a Nation today without laugh¬ 
ing more than once in the wrong' 
place. This revival will appeal 
more strongly to the student of 
films than to the ordinary cinema 
audience. 


GREEK OLIVE TREE 
FOR DELHI 

Trees are being given by many 
nations for planting in a park at 
Delhi as a memorial to Mahatma 
Gandhi. Greece, for instance, is 
sending, a slender olive tree taken 
from the Academy of Plato in 
Athens. 

Some 2300 years separate Plato 
and Gandhi, but the Indian had 
qualities of imagination and moral 
enthusiasm similar to those that 
marked the teacher amid the olive 
groves of ancient Athens 


India's Fine 
New City 

On a vast site covering 10,000 
acres, north of Delhi, India is 
building a new city. 

Bulldozers and earth-shifters are 
now busy scooping out the founda¬ 
tions of a dazzling city whose 
spaciousness and dignity will be in 
keeping with its destiny, for it is 
to be named Chandigarh, and will 
replace ancient Lahore as the 
capital of the Punjab. When the 
line between India and Pakistan 
was drawn, Lahore ’ went to 
Pakistan. 

A group of famous architects 
from America, France, and Britain 
were called in to work with Indian 
architects in building a city the 
like of which has never been seen 
in any continent. 

The whole of Chandigarh on the 
plan has been divided into 15 
sectors, each measuring three- 
quarters of a mile by half a mile. 
Each sector will be self-contained, 
with its own schools, playground, 
park, club, cinema, and shops. 

SAFETY PLANS 

No housewife will have to cross 
a major road to get to the shops, 
and no child will cross traffic while 
going to school. 

Every sector is sub-divided into 
communities of 800 people in 150 
houses—just about the size of a 
Punjab village. So the inhabitants, 
though living in a big city, will 
enjoy the close, friendly life of a 
village. 

Down the middle of each sector 
will run a park, with the business 
centre opening oil it. The hos¬ 
pitals, the libraries, the theatre, and 
the colleges have their special area, 
and the assembly chamber and 
offices of government are also 
grouped together. 

Although the city is big, it is a 
pedestrians’ city, and no one will 
have a longer walk than a quarter 
of an hour to get to the main 
points of city life. 

Chandigarh will be a city with a 
personality. It will combine the 
best features of east and west, and 
in five years’ time about half-a- 
million people will be living in this 
lovely city of “sun, space, and 
silence,” which is the ideal of its 
chief planner, M. Ie Corbusier, the 
famous French architect. 


FOR A FRIEND 

An ideal Christmas present for 
a friend across the seas— 
one that lasts for a whole year 
—can be had for 17s. 4d. For 
this sum Children’s Newspaper 
’will be sent every week for a 
year to any address overseas. 

For 19s. 6d. it will be sent 
every week to any address in the 
United Kingdom. 

Please send your remittance, 
together with full name 
and address (in block capitals) 
Of the friend to whom the C N 
is to be sent, to Subscription 
Department, Children's News¬ 
paper, The Fleetway House, Far- 
rinpdon Street, London, E.C.4, 
and we will do the rest. 

Jf desired; a special greetings 
card bearing your own name 
and address wit! be sent with 
the first copy. 


I SISTER GREATHEART KENNY ' 


The story of Sister Kenny is a 
20th-century epic. It is the story 
of a woman who turned her back 
on the chance of happiness that 
comes to most women in order to 
devote herself to the fight against 
infantile paralysis. 

Sister Kenny died recently at the 
age of 66 after a long struggle to 
persuade the world’s doctors that 
her methods 'of treating the disease 
could be successful. In the end 
her doggedness'wmn the day, and 
she was able to say: “My work is 
finished.” 

Elizabeth Kenny was an Aus¬ 
tralian, and it was in Queensland, 
when she was only 23, that she saw 
her first case of the disease which 
she was to fight all her days. See¬ 
ing a ten-ycar-old girl lying in pain 
w'ith her knees drawn up, she tele¬ 
graphed a doctor for advice, and 
received the reply; “Infantile 
paralysis—no known treatment.” 

From that moment she resolved 
to find one. She knew that warmth 
can relax tensed muscles, so she 
steeped a blanket in hot water and 
applied it to the young sufferer’s 
muscles and gave her relief. 


In the end that girl was able to 
walk again—thanks to the healing 
hands of Elizabeth Kenny, and her 
refusal to accept defeat. 

Elizabeth Kenny became a nurse 
soon, afterwards, and worked out 
her own methods of curing infan¬ 
tile paralysis, or polio. She was 
convinced that if they were used 
early enough they would result in 
complete cure. 

Like so many pioneers, she met 
with indifference and opposition. 
But she battled on and in 1935. a 
clinic was opened in Sydney for 
treating the dread disease in her 
way. 

She won many doctors over to 
her side and an Elizabeth Kenn” 
Foundation was also established ir 
the U.S.—at Minneapolis. Nov 
there are 40 clinics-in various parts 
of the world, all following her 
methods. 

Sister Kenny renounced all 
chances of a happy home life, with 
children of her own, because she 
believed it would interfere with her 
life's mission. Her great heart be-' 
longed to thousands of crippled 
children throughout the world. 


ALL LANCASHIRE IN AN INDEX 


Plans to compile an index to 
Lancashire history have been 
drawn up by a committee under 
Professor G. Barraclough of Liver¬ 
pool University. 

This master index, which may 
take five years to complete, will j 
guide students to information on 
every aspect of Lancashire local 
history. It will contain lists of i 


thousands of published works on 
the county, from the histories of 
small villages to those of the great 
estates. 

Liverpool, Manchester, and 
many other cities and towns, of 
course, possess considerable local 
collections. All will be thoroughly 
investigated and duly recorded in 
this super index. 


Good value for 
a penny 

The Coram's Fields Playgrounds 
in London have planned a scries 
of painting classes for children of 
all ages. The charge is one penny, 
and brushes, crayons, and paints 
are provided. The two young 
artists-to-be on tlie right seem to be 
wondering just wliat to paint next. 
Also for a penny, children can 
attend concerts to hear classical 
music played and sung. Below, 
Miss Joy "Walker-Robson is playing 
the Velio to an attentive audience. 
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Steps to Sporting Fame ® Eddie Hapgood 
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Year after year the 

i 

lorn at Bristol, Eddie did not 

After 

only 12 matches, he 

Eddie Hapgood won two Cup 

F.A. Cup competi- 

play much football at 

chool, 

was 

transferred to Arsenal, 

, medals and five League Cham- 

tion spotlights little- 

but lie recalls 

a game 

in the 

where he trained very serious- 

pionship honours. But his 

known clubs who 

street when 

he broke a 

ly, usually alone. One of his 

greatest honour was to captain 

defeat the famous. 

\ 

dndow and three milk bottles 

ideas 

was to kick a ball high 

England from 1934 to 1943. 

Such a club is Bath 

with a lusty 

kick. 

Later, 

up the terracing, and position 

He took part in 43 inter- 

City, managed by 

after refusing 

Bristol Rovers, 

himself to bring it under 

national matches, playing for 

Edris Hapgood. 


he signed for Kettering. 



control. 

England in 14 countries. 


RADIO DOCTORS SERVE SHIPS AND PLANES 


JACOBITE’S HOME FOR | 
THE NATION 

The National Trust now has in 
its keeping a beautiful old York¬ 
shire manor house which was once 
the home of a prominent Jacobite. 

It is Nunnington Hall, about 20 
miles north of York—a, charming 
picture of gabled walls, mullioned 
windows, and clustered chimneys, 
serene amid smooth lawns and 
noble trees. In the days of 
William and Mary it belonged to 
Sir Richard Graham, Viscount 
Preston, who nearly lost his life 
for plotting to restore the Stuarts. 

He was arrested in May 16S9, a 
fevv months after James II had fled 
the country, and was sentenced to 
death. He was, however, told his 
life would be spared if he made a 
full confession of the plot. 

It is said that while imprisoned 
in the Tower he wrote a, confession 
regularly every morning and 
burned it the same evening after 
dinner; but eventually he weakened 
and told the full story. 

Towards the end of 1691 he was 
finally released, and to Nunnington 
Hall he repaired, occupying his last 
few years in revising his transla¬ 
tion of a book by Boethius. 

He was buried, in Nunnington 
Church, and near him rests his 
brother-in-law, William Widdring- 
ton, another Jacobite who thought 
discretion the better part of valour. 
He escaped execution after the 
1715 rebellion by claiming that he 
had been the last to take up arms 
and the first to put them down! 


MINIATURE PONIES 

Four miniature Shetland ponies, 
about the size of St. Bernard dogs, 
arrived recently at Los Angeles 
from Britain. These curious little 
ponies are bred by Lady Estella 
Hope, daughter of the Earl of 
Hopetouu, on her farm at Bodiam, 
Sussex, and are well known in 
Britain. They proved a surprise, 
however, to America's boys and 
girls when they saw them on T V. 

The “hobby-horses,” as they 
have been nicknamed in America, 
reach an average height of 32 
inches and live for about 21 years. 


Italy announced not long ago 
that she had opened the world’s 
first medical service by radio for 
aircraft passengers taken ill while 
flying over that country. 

In this .country, however. Post 
Office wireless stations which are 
situated at eleven points round the 
coast of the British' Isles have 
operated for some years a free 
medical service to ships at sea that 
do not carry doctors. Although 
it is known officially as Medical 
Advice to Ships at Sea, aircraft can 
and do make use of it, so Britain 
was really the first country to give 
this valuable service. 

Minor ailments and accidents 
among the ship’s company are 
generally dealt with by the cap¬ 
tain—with the aid of his medical 
chest—but there may occur cases 
of serious illness demanding skilled 
attention or even requiring an 
.operation. Then the captain sends 
a radio message to the nearest coast 
station. Last year these stations 
handled nearly 500 messages. 

In the International Code of 
Signals which all ships must carry 
there are over 1000 radio signals, 
each in groups of five letters, which 
the captain can use to report the 


description and age of his patient, 
pulse rate, temperature, breathing, 
symptoms, and all the other de¬ 
tails a doctor would obtain if he 
visited the sick person himself. 

The coast stations, and the hos¬ 
pitals and doctors on the con¬ 
sultant list, also have a copy of the 
signals and can send back advice. 
It does not matter what language 
the captain speaks; the signal code 
covers them all. 

ADVICE FROM THE SISTER 

One particularly interesting case 
recently was that of a trawler deck¬ 
hand whose leg had been severed 
when his ship was 100 miles east 
of Aberdeen. The captain did 
what he could, and then grabbed 
his Signal Code and called for 
assistance from Wick Radio. He 
was immediately put .into direct 
touch by radiotelephone with the 
Sister of the Casualty Ward of the 
Aberdeen Royal Infirmary. 

While the fishing trawler was 
racing to port, the skipper success¬ 
fully followed the instructions, 
administering morphia and adjust¬ 
ing a tourniquet, doing exactly 
what he was being told by that 
Sister across the intervening sea. 


All our radio coast stations 
maintain a watch continuously, 24 
hours every day, on the inter¬ 
national distress wavelengths. They 
work to ships up to 300 miles out 
at sea; over that distance the great 
station at Burnham-on-Sea takes 
over. 

One of the most interesting of the 
distress stories in the records at 
Burnham is that of the rescue of 
four American airmen who -had 
been forced down after a flight 
over the South Pole. The men 
vanished and no one knew where 
they had crashed. 

The research ship Discovery re¬ 
turning from Antarctic waters was 
sent back to make a search, while 
the radio operators at Burnham 
kept in constant touch with doctors 
standing by ready to signal advice. 

The Discovery edged her way 
deeper into the ice; never before 
had a ship sailed so close to the 
South Pole. In the early hours of 
a morning several days after the 
search had begun the Burnham 
operator startled his colleagues by 
calling out excitedly: “They’ve 
found them!” They were all well 
so the tired, waiting radio doctors 
went to bed. 
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OURSELVES IN 
FIGURES 

From the new issue of a Govern¬ 
ment publication with a formidable 
title, Annual Abstract of Statistics, 
we have gleaned these interesting 
figures concerning Britain in 1951. 

Britons spent £2867,000.000 on 
food; £1046,000,000 on clothing; 
£801,000,000 on tobacco; 
£788.000,000 on alcoholic drink; 
£181,000,000 on entertainments, 
and £150,000,000 on books, news¬ 
papers, and magazines. They 
also spent £224.000,000 on .private 
motoring as against £127,000,000 
in 1938. 

They held 764,000 television 
licences, compared with 344,000 
the year before. Radio licence- 
dropped from 11,876,000 tc 
11,605,000. 

There were 4570 cinemas last 
year, 27 fewer than in 1950. 

Britain had 714,788 shops, of 
which nearly a quarter were 
grocers’ and dairies. 

The total of catering establish¬ 
ments—hotels, restaurants, tea- 
shops, cafes, and canteens—was 
226,400, and the number of meals 
provided by them every week was 
227 million. 

There were 1247 professors com¬ 
pared with 889 in 1938, and 
102,012 university students com¬ 
pared with 63,420 before the war. 

British civil air services carried 
1,411,000 passengers, against 
219,000 just before the war. 

The population of Great Britain 
was 50,212,000. The birth-total of 
818,000 was lower than those re¬ 
corded in the ’70s of last century, 
when the population was about 
half as big. 


ROOF BUILT FIRST 

Two new aircraft hangars at 
Marseilles have arched, reinforced 
concrete roofs 328 feet wide and 
200 feet long, and the roofs were 
actually made first. 

When properly set they were 
jacked up to the required height, 
and the end and two side walls 
then completed. Each roof rests on 
rollers to allow for expansion and 
contraction of the material. 


MARCO POLO’S AMAZING ADVENTURES—the story of an epic journey (6) 



Kublai Khan sent Marco on an official tour of 
inspection to distant parts of his empire. 
The young man, with a retinue of servants, 
went from Peking right across China to Burma. 
In Yunnan province he saw crocodiles for the 
first time. There was no word for a crocodile 
in his language, and he called them serpents, 
thinking they had front legs only. He said they 
sometimes fought with tigers—and always won. 


Marco returned to Peking and then toured the 
east coast of China, visiting Hangchow, which 
he said was the finest and noblest city in the 
world, as at that time it was; Europe had no 
city approaching it in splendour. It was the 
centre of Chinese civilisation; its citizens were 
cultured, artistic, prosperous, and peaceable. 
But its progress had ended with the recent 
coming of the Mongol conquerors. 


In Marco’s time Europeans had never even heard 
of Japan, hut Marco described it, and also 
Kublai’s attempts to conquer the Japanese 
empire. The last of these attempts took place 
while Marco was in China. Kublai prepared a 
huge fleet from which his army landed on Kiu- 
shiu Island, but a typhoon destroyed the ships oil 
the shore and the Mongol archers, without horses, 
were utterly defeated by the tough Japanese. 


Kublai sent Marco on a mission to India. Marco 
embarked for this long voyage at Zayton, which 
may have been Chang-chow. He found the 
Chinese ships bigger than most of those in 
Europe. They had four masts, oars worked by 
ropes, many cabins, lifeboats, and a crew of be¬ 
tween 200 and 300 men. They even had water¬ 
tight compartments, so that a leak in one part of 
the vessel could he sealed off and the ship saved. 


What were Marco’s adventures on Isis great voyage to India ? See next week’s instalment 
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I THE SILKEN S 

o 

b by Geoffrey Trease 


SInnc’s day 



Dick Arlington is a boy in 18th- 
century London working for a 
journalist, Pliaramus Fazeley. He 
takes a message to Charles Mount, 
a Derbyshire silk-manufacturer, 
who is staying with Mr. Cogwell, a 
London merchant—but finds that 
Mr. Mount has mysteriously dis¬ 
appeared. Mr. Mount's niece Celia 
is afraid he has been murdered. 

2. A summons for Celia 

“IV/Tay I fetch Mr. Fazeley 
now?” asked Dick eagerly. 

“We should be vastly obliged,” 
said Mr. Cogwell. “Mr. Mount is 
not one to play foolish jokes. Yet 
I should like someone else’s advice 
before going to the Justices.” 

“I’ll be oil then, sir.” 

“Take care of yourself,” the girl 
called with a little shiver. Dick 
laughed reassuringly as he ran 
through the door. The night, 
which had been merely black and 
wet before, was now full of 
menace. Something unusual, some¬ 
thing perilous, was stirring in the 
city. If Charles Mount—who 
looked as strong as a bullock— 
had- been plucked from inside his 
sedan, what might not happen to a 
solitary boy? 

When he neared the Fleet Bridge 
he looked all ways, straining his 
ears for the slightest movement in 
the darkness. Then, heedless of 
potholes and puddles, he lowered 
his head and pelted across. He did 
not slacken his pace until he 
reached the printing house in 
Paternoster Row, where he lodged 
with his master. 

Fazeley was writing in his 
sitting-room upstairs, but he leapt 
to his feet as Dick blurted out what 
had happened. 

“Fell me the details as we go. 
Mr. Charles Mount becomes more 
and more interesting. I think— 
yes, I think—just to be on the safe 
side.” He opened a drawer and 
look out a pistol, loaded it with the 
speed bred of experience, and 
slipped it into his pocket. “I 
doubt if we shall run into any 
adventures,” he said with a regret¬ 
ful chuckle, “but one never 
knows.” 

r |^HEY reached Salisbury Square 
without incident. In the 
intervening half-hour the two 
chairmen had been refreshed with 
tankards of ale in the kitchen, but 
they remembered no further details 
likely to help, and they were 
allowed to go home. 

Mr. Cogwell then led the way 
upstairs to the drawing-room, 
where the fire had been made up 
again. 

■The girl, Celia, had taken advan¬ 
tage of the interval to dress and 
do her hair. She was smart, Dick 
realised, as well as good-looking. 
Whereas his coat had come from 
a country tailor and was cut in the 
fashion of the last reign, the girl 
wore one of the new hooped skirts 
in a rich cream brocade, spangled 
with tiny green flowers, which must 


have been lately made for her in 
London. 

X 

“I thought it best for Miss 
Mount to join us,” said the old 
merchant. “Young though she is, 
she is Mr. Mount’s only near 
relative——” 

“And he is mine,” cut in the 
girl. 

Dick glanced at her curiously. 
She was very self-possessed. Was 
she very brave, he wondered, or 
just hard? 

Her calm was partly explained 
when Fazeley offered his sym¬ 
pathy. She must be very dis¬ 
tressed, he said. 

.“I am, Mr. Fazeley. Uncle 
Charles has been so kind to me. 
And I know I am going to get ex¬ 
tremely fond of him.” 

“(J-Oinc?” Fazeley echoed, his 
eyebrows rising. It was 
seldom the little journalist revealed 
his surprise so obviously. 

“I never saw him until two 
weeks ago.” . 

“Miss Mount was brought up in 
America, in Virginia,” Mr. Cogwell 
explained hurriedly. “It is very 
sad-” 

“My parents were drowned,” 
she said in a low, controlled voice. 
“As I had no other relatives, there 
was nothing to do but come to 
Uncle Charles. He has been most 
generous.” Her fingers caressed 
the rich brocade of her skirt. 
“But naturally we do not know 
each other very well yet. Mr. Cog¬ 
well has been asking me if Uncle 
had any enemies. I have no idea.” 

“I fear that I cannot be much 
more helpful,” said the old mer¬ 
chant. "I have dealt with Mr. 
Mount for some years past. But 
only in the. way of business, you 
know. I think be only accepted 
my invitation to stay here because 
of the young lady.” 

“We came straight here from 
Bristol,” said the girl. “Uncle met 
me when I landed. I am to live 


Yount 

Quiz 



1 Which came first—the Battle 
of Waterloo or the Battle of 
Trafalgar? . 

2 Where was the country called 
Gaul? 

3 Who were the Voortrekkers? 

4 Have England, playing at 
home, ever lost an inter¬ 
national soccer match to an 
overseas side? 

5 What is known as the Red 
Planet? 

6 Zealous means earnest, dan¬ 
gerous, or cumbersome? 

7 What is the correct name of 
the hedge sparrow? 

S Who invented television? 

Answers on page 12 
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with him in Derbyshire, but 1 have 
not been there yet. Now, of 
course-” 

She broke off. This time there 
was a slight shakiness in her voice. 

“Tell me,” said Fazeley quickly, 
twiddling the stem of his empty 
glass, “has your uncle shown any 
sign of ■ nervousness since he 
arrived in London? Has he re¬ 
ceived any sort of threat—any 
demand for money?” 

“If he had, I don't think he 
would have told me. Uncle 
Charles is very—well, he does not 
talk much.” 

“I understand,” pursued Faze¬ 
ley, “ but, even so, you might have 
noticed something strange?” 

Delia Mount shrugged her 
shoulders. “My uncle often 
seems strange,” she answered re¬ 
luctantly. “Perhaps that is my 
fault.” She gave an apologetic 
little laugh. “I am always being 
told that I talk too much. Uncle 
Charles is not married and isn’t 
used to young people. I expect 
he thinks I am very silly.” 

“He lives for his business,” in¬ 
terrupted Mr. Cogwell, and he 
sounded approving. He turned to 
Fazeley. “Surely, if poor Mr. 
Mount has met with foul play, he 
might not have had any warning 
beforehand? Gentlemen are fre¬ 
quently set upon in the dark streets 
and. robbed. You know yourself, 
sir-” 

“I know a good deal about the 
criminal classes of the town,” in¬ 
terrupted Fazeley, “and about 
their methods. I ktiow those who 
snatch and run, those who use 
clubs, those who hold you up at 
the pistol-point. But I have yet 
to hear of any who specialised in 
spiriting their victims out of sedan- 
chairs, and substituting stones of 
roughly the same weight!” 

“Remarkable,” agreed Mr. Cog¬ 
well. 

“Note the spot: the Fleet Bridge 
was the one place where loose 
building materials were lying 
handy. Then the mysterious cry Mr. 
Mount thought he heard. The 
most mysterious feature of that is 
that neither of those worthy 
fellows admits to hcarina a cry at 
all.” 

t 

y^T that moment the door opened 
and the old footman shuffled 
in with every appearance of excite¬ 
ment and relief. 

“It’s all right, sir. The gentle¬ 
man’s quite safe, sir!” 

“Is my uncle back?” cried the 
girl, starting up. 

“No, miss. But he’s sent a 
niessage. Just word of mouth. 
Mr. Mount's compliments, sir, and 
his apologies. Unexpected busi¬ 
ness. He’ll write and explain 
everything later.” 

“Who brought this message?” 
exclaimed the merchant. 

“Just a boy, sir. Might have 
been a boy from an inn.” 

Continued on n.*i*re 10 





AND EVEN DAD 
WON’T BE ABLE TO RESIST THEM 




TELL ME: The queen of quiz 
games. Spin the wheel and roll 
out the questions 1 Endless fun for 
any age. Any number of players, "Iff. 
the very thing for your party. ° 


RAIL RACE: Travel over Britain’s 
railways with miniature engines on 
large stout map. Plan y our own 
winning routes and be thrilled by 
“incident cards.” 2-6 players. 
For family and children’s IQ/, 
parties. 17 




TURNO: An entirely new 
patented game of tactics for two 
players. As easy as draughts. Pro¬ 
vides rqany hours of fascinating o/_ 
entertainment. 


FLOUNDERING: A great party 
game. Players collect their flounders 
by a throw of the dice and rob 
opponents of their catches. No age 
limit, even children of five can -jjt 
join. Hilarious fun. * 



CAPPIT : A game for 2-4 players, 
who try to “Catch and Cap ” their 
opponents. As easy as ludo, g/_ 
but much more exciting. 7 


Obtainable from good toyshops and departmental stores. 

If your dealer cannot supply, write for address of nearest stockist to : 

J. W. SPEAR & SONS LTD., Dept. C, 
Enfield, Middlesex 

i ea^.ii'ai^)T4nAiTmMWfiiiiiMtiiMi»iiifiii»if i —— ■ iwnwniu 


MANUFACTURERS CUAXANCC OTTER /// 
Guaranteed • ’* 

HAND-SEWN £5/; . 

LEATHER J 1 — 

&Q078AIL 



{REGULATION ! 


Y ONLY 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE-g 

Solid Leather. 12 Panels. Com- O 

pie to will! Lace and Bladder. < size S3 

SUPER QUALITY. Hand- Size * 16/- 
sewn. 12 panels, den. OOIR Post and 
Cow Hide. Size 5. /»&•//. 2/3 

DE LUXE QUALITY. “T” (2 or more 
Panels Hand-sewn.- Heat Quality 
Tanned Cow Hide. 'I/I/ft • 

Keg. Size 5 and Weight. u extra. 

FREE!! Cycle Pump ADAPTOR. 
C'LCltS SVPPLIED. 

SOUTHERN WAREHOUSE CO. (Dept. CN/F17) 
91 MOSCOW ROAD. LONDON, W.2. 


-A NEW- 


BOX OF MAGIC! 

A complete Box of Tricks suitable 
for all ages. 

Price 5/- Post Free. Send for List. 

BCM/TR1CKS 

67 BAYHAM STREET, LONDON, N.W.l 



Laurel & Hardy, “Way Out 
West.” Mystery of Fly¬ 
ing Saucers. Lash La Kuo 
in “Outlaw Country.” 

Adventures of Charlie 
Chaplin. Hopalong Cassidy 
in “Sunset Trail.” Ani¬ 
mal Antics. Cinderella. 

John Wayne in "New 
Frontier,” etc. 

Scud Cosh or Postal Order or C.O.l).' 1/- extra. 
FOV/DEN FILM & OPTICAL SERVICE 
2 Hastings Street, LUTON, Beds. 


BATTERY MODEL 
READY TO USE 

2K 

p. tC- p. i/e. 


MATCH-BOX LABELS 

and 

CHEESE LABELS 

on Approval , particulars , stamp. 

Mrs. M. B. SMITH, 

56 PORTLAND STREET, LONDON, S.E.1T 
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THE WORLD’S GREATEST BOOKSHOP 



* F- O R, BOOK.S* 

| FOR ALL YOUR CHRISTMAS GIFT BOOKS 

§§ All new Books available on day of publication. 

9 Stock of over three million volumes. 

■ 119- 125 CHARING CROSS ROAD LONDON WC2 

H Gerrard 5660 (16 lines) ★ Open 9-6 fine. Saturdays) 

Nearest Station : Tottenham Court Road. 
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COUNTRY COLLECTIONS 


APPROVAL SHEETS 


CHRISTMAS STAMPS SET FREE 

ABSOLUTELY FREE. We will send Absolutely Free the Lovely complete set 
of Christmas Stamps issued by HUNGARY. Each stamp shows a different 

Nativity Scene—Angels ond Shepherds in the 
Field at Night—The Scene in the Manger —■ 
The Three Wise Men presenting their gifts. 
All these interesting and topical stamps 
free from us for your collection to the 
envy of your friends. Just write for Free 
Set of^Christmas Stamps, and ask to 
see a Selection of Windsor Stamps On 
Approval. Enclose 2id. stamp for postage 
to you. 

Write now to: 

WINDSOR STAMP CO. 

(Dept. CN) UCKFIELD, SUSSEX. 


FREE! 


R. & E. WILLIAMS 


Just 

Issued 


Boy Scout Jamboree 
and new Seychelles 
pictorials Free to 
those asking for our 
famous Approvals 
and enclosing 3d. 
stamp. Probably the 
last issue of these 
Colonies of King 
George VI reign. 

(Dept. C N) 

28 FARM CLOSE 
ICKENHAM, MIDDX. 


(All Different) 


10 Albania 1/3 
50 Argentine 1/4 
100 Austria 1/6 
25 Belgian Cols.2/3 
100 Belgium 1/3 
50 Brit. Empire 1/3 
200 do 3/6 

1.000 do 45/- 

100 China 1/3 

200 France 3/- 

100 French Cols. 2/6 
100 Germany II- 


100 Greece 31- 

25 Guatemala I/O 
40 Hitler Heads 1/6 


25 Iraq 
50 India 
100 Japan 
50 Jugoslavia 
25 Pakistan 
100 Portugal 
25 Triangula rs 
100 U.S.A. 

Comments. 7/6 
10 Zanzibar 1/9 


11 - 

li¬ 

ne 

113 

1/3 

31- 

4/9 


Whole World: 250. 1/10; 300, 2/4; 
500, 4/6; 1.000, 9/-; 2,000. 22 6. POST¬ 
AGE 2Jd. EXTRA. Stanley Gibbons’ 1953 
Simplified Catalogue (Whole World) 
19/7, including postage. - Full Lists of Packets, 
Albums, Accessories, Sets and New Issues 
sent on request. Callers Welcomed. 

H. H. G. VORLEY, 

35 New Oxford Street. London, W.C.l. 

CENTENARY PACKET 


FREE. to collec¬ 
tors of good 
stamps. BAR¬ 
BADOS (as illus¬ 
trated) depicts 
the first stamp 
issued in 1852 
and is a replica 
of MAURITIUS, 
of magnificent 
colouring; design. 
The Postal Centenary of GREAT BRITAIN 
with Queen Victoria, and OSTEND Steam Ship 
100 years service. Included is the famous 
PENNY RED, 100 years old, and finally a 
CANADIAN commemorating 100 years of Self 
Government depicting Queen Victoria and 

Parliament Building. This packet will 

greatly enhance the value of your collection. 
So write “now for this FREE offer enclosing 
3d. postage requesting our Approvals. 
LISBURN & TOWNSEND, LTD. (CN). 
WEST KIRBY, WIRRAL. 



THE fact that for the past 72 years we have 
scoured the markets for scarce and out-of- 
the-way items from the WORLD’S scamp¬ 
issuing countries, enables us to offer to 
collectors a better range and a larger 
selection of stamps in a FINER condition 
than can be found elsewhere. Our entire 
stock is at your disposal, and we shall be 
glad to send selections on APPROVAL to 
any part of the world. Our large cash 
purchases enable us to price the stamps 
on our SHEETS at very moderate prices. 
FOR 72 YEARS we have been sending 
out sheets of stamps on Approval. Every 
stamp we sell is fully guaranteed, is specially 
selected and priced at the lowest possible 
figure. Avk for a selection to be sent for 
your inspection. . 

ERRINGTON & MARTIN 

(Dept. CN). South Hackney, London, E.9, England 
_ Established 18 ?0__ 

cDcc r monag ° 1951 

ffllXI holy year 

This really beagSiful COMMEMORATIVE 
SET will be sent ABSOLUTELY FREE 
to appli¬ 
cants for 
our FAM¬ 
OUS DIS¬ 
COUNT 
APPROV¬ 
ALS en¬ 
closing 21d. 
postage. 

L. E. THOMPSON 

(CN), 2 Western Cardens,London, W. 5 



40 % 


DISCOUNT 

Pictorials only. Foreign or Colonial, 
Ever-Popular Approvals for Xmas. 

2 Id. stamp to 

Hallett & Fletcher 

7 St. PAULS ROAD, BRISTOL, 8 


JUST WHAT YOU WANT 

Guaranteed Approvals with generous 
discount. FREE gift of 25 Pictorials, 
Commens., etc., to all applicants en¬ 
closing 2jd. stamp. 

DON’T HESITATE—SEND NOW 
Merton Stamp Approval Service 

(C N 3), 

24 Dane Rd., Merton, London, S.W.19. 



6 HISTORICAL STAMPS OF 
QUEEN ELIZABETH II 

Inc..scarce MALTA, 193-9 and 1951 Canada, 
etc. (illustrated). All Free to collectors asking 
to soo our famous ‘Quality’ Approvals. Send 
3d. to cover our postage. If you wish you may 
join “THE CODE STAMP CLUB,” Pub. 1/-. 
You receive Badge, and Members! ip Card 
listing fine gifts. ‘Quality’ Approvals scut 
monthly. OVERSEAS collectors welcomed. 
WRIGHT’S STAMP SHOP, Dept. 13, 
CANTERBURY^Kent. (Est. 54 years.). 
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tFRANCIS CURTIS Ltd 


frees; 

This superb ^ 
4 SPANISH* 
* set Sin Valor . 

P o s t a I e 
< ABSOLUTELY * 
FREE. Just T 

write and ask ^ 
to see our 
famous Stamp x. 
Approvals and ^ 
enclose 3d. 
stamp. We 
will then send ^ 
you this fine ^ 
set. * 


/DEPT.\ 226 BAKER ST.,* 
L CIV / LONDON, N.W.l.>f 

******************************* 


SPORTS SHORTS 


JJrcifAEL Booker, 15-year-old 
schoolboy of Southgate, 
Middlesex, recently won the British 
men’s figure-skating championship 
at his first attempt. Eighteen- 
year-old Valda Osborne retained 
her title, and John and Jennifer 
Nicks of Brighton won the pairs 
title for the sixth successive year. 

'J'he M.C.C.'s drive for better 
coaching facilities throughout 
the country is making good pro¬ 
gress. The Youth Cricket Council, 
sponsors of this scheme, recently 
awarded advanced coaching certi¬ 
ficates to 35 players, many of them 
well-known in county cricket. 

JfoR the third time in succession 
Daphne Wilkinson of Wool¬ 
wich has been awarded the T. M. 
Yeaden Memorial Trophy for the 
best performance of the year by an 
English swimmer. She broke the 
Olympic 400 metres record at 
Helsinki. 

Alan Collier plays in goal for 
the Herts County Schools soccer 
XI, but inside-right for St. Albans! 
In a recent match against Barnet 
he scored a hat trick. 

Qerwyn Williams, the Welsh 
Rugby international, is proud 
of his boys at the Harrow County 
School, where he is a master; in 
the first eleven games of the season 
the First XV scored 201 points. 
In the New Year they are to play 
several matches in South Wales. 

Y"ct another young footballer- 
cricketer appears on Arsenal’s 
books. Following in the footsteps 
of the Comptons, Milton, and 
Bennett comes young Ray Swallow 
of Tooting, who plays in the A 
team. Ray is also on the ground 
staff of Lord’s. 

Jorgen Ulrich, 16-year-old Dane, 
recently won the Swedish 
“King’s Tankard,” Scandinavia’s 
most important indoor lawn tennis 
tournament. Jorgen comes from a 
notable Danish tennis family, for 
his father and his brother Torben 
have both gained prominence as 
members of Denmark's teams. 


A t a recent football match in 
Prague, the “admission fee” 
was 20 pounds of old paper, or 10 
pounds of rags, or 4 pounds of 
scrap metal. 

JTifteen-year-old Hughie.Brown 
of Melbourne obviously has a 
great cricket future. Playing in a 
recent match he took all ten 
wickets for 45 runs. 

When Tottenham Hotspur toured 
' Canada last summer, they 
presented a set of “Spurs” badges 
to the captain of the football team 
formed among the crew of the C.P. 
liner Empress of Canada. Wear¬ 
ing those badges the team won the 
championship of the. Mercantile 
Marine Athletic League, and have 
since been unbeaten. 

Qeoffrey Duke recently became 
the first motor-cyclist to re¬ 
ceive the Segrave Trophy, awarded 
annually for the outstanding speed 
performance on land or water, or 
in the air. Geoff, who was world 
champion last year, is to become a 
racing-car driver. 

JTor 40 years the record of Bob 
Crompton of Blackburn 
Rovers in playing in 42 full soccer 
internationals was unequalled. 
Earlier this year Billy Wright, cap¬ 
tain of Wolverhampton Wanderers 
and England, beat the record, and 
recently Tom Finney, popular 
outside-right of Preston North 
End, equalled it. 



Ann, Christine and Mary Nolan 
on the tricycle built for them by 
their father, a cycle dealer in 
Denton, Lancashire. 


THE SILKEN SECRET 


Coutinued from page 9 

“Where is he?” broke in Fazeley 
sharply. “Can we have him in 
here, Mr. Cogwell?” 

“Beg your pardon, sir,” said the 
footman unhappily, “but he didn’t 
wait.” 

“Didn’t wait!” Mr. Cogwell ex¬ 
ploded. 

“Have you given us the whole 
message?” Again it was Fazeley’s 
crisp, quiet voice. 

“He’ll explain when he writes, 
sir, blit just now he’s compelled to 
leave town at short notice.” 

" 'YY'ilvi about me?” the girl de¬ 
manded. 

“Mr. Mount says you're to pack 
your things and his. And will the 
master be good enough to put you 
in a hackney coach tomorrow 
morning, and tell the man to drive 
you* to Hampstead Heath. Mr. 
Mount will be looking out for you 
on the road there at eight o’clock, 
just beyond the last of the houses.” 

Fazeley turned to the girl. “ Does 


this message sound like your 
uncle?” 

“Oh, yes. Very blunt. Not a 
word wasted. It could very easily 
come from Uncle Charles.” 

“But does it?” grumbled Mr. 
Cogwell. “My dear young lady, 1 
don’t think I could possibly send 
you off to Hampstead like this--” 

“But you must, Mr. Cogwell! 
Uncle Charles would be furious if 
I weren’t there.” 

“You want to keep this appoint¬ 
ment?” asked Fazeley. 

“I daren't not keep it.” 

The journalist looked at Mr. 
Cogwell. “I think she had better, 
you know. It is our only link with 
Mr. Mount—or the people who 
have spirited him away.” 

“But, Mr. Fazeley, what if it is 
a trap—another kidnapping? Even 
in daylight’ the Heath is a danger¬ 
ous place. Suppose it is not her 
uncle who is waiting for her?” 

Mr. Fazeley smiled. “Dick and 
I will be there to lend a hand.” 

To be continued 
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GREAT BARGAIN PACKETS! 

- Outstanding -—— 

CHRISTMAS OFFER 


We have made up Packets of mixed stamps 
of outstanding value and variety. Each 
Packet contains at least 50 selected stamps, 
including early and modern issues, exciting 
pictorials, mint colonials, and many scarce 
out-of-the-way stamps. The dearer packets, 
of course, contain the better quality stamps. 
We aro certain you will be thrilled with 
what you find—the catalogue value alone is 
many times the cost. 

Prices 6d., 1/-, 2/6 and 5/-. Postage 2j.d. 

Also ask for our Special Discount Approvals 
and have FREE a selection of fine mint 
British and French colonials. Postage 2jd, 

J. POTTER (A.14), 

14.SANDRINGHAM CARDENS, LONDON, N.12 

GRAND XMAS GIFTS 

FREE!! 

•¥■ 1, Packet British Colonials. * 

2. Packet Triangulars and 
Airmails. 

3. Packet Whole World 
stamps. 

4. Watermark Detector and 
Perforation Gauge. 

Just ask for my Approvals 
and enclose 3d. stamp. +■ 

R. POWELL (Dept. C.N.) 

89 Craigdale Road, Hornchurch, Essex^ 


'BRITISH COLONIALS FREE'i 

• Aro 50 British Colonial stamps, ALL | 
I DIFFERENT, of any interest to youP If , 
J so, send 4d. to cover postage, etc., and | 
1 ask to see Approvals. The above offer > 
! will then be sent to you (COMPLETELY I 
I FREE), together with an attractive i 
■ selection of stamps. There is no obli- J 
I gation to purchase. | 

I A. E. RUDGE . 

jj Millook, Bude, Cornwall. I 

“ CHOSf OF DULWATER" ; 

A thrilling, true stamp ghost story inside 
our stamp collectors* Christmas stocking, 
which contains hundreds of unsorted stamps, 
sets, triangulars, tweezers, hinges, etc. 
Price 10/- per stocking. Honestly worth double. 
Obtainable only from —Bristol's Stamp Shop 

“COURIER" STAMP COMPANY, 
9 Christmas Steps, Bristol, I. 

BARGAIN PACKETS! 


ALL DIFFERENT! 


250 K.O.VI 7/6 

50 Burma 5/6 

100 Egypt* 7/6 

500 French Cols. 17/6 

50 Iceland 8/6 

50 Pakistan 6/6 

Lists anil FREE till"l f with Approvals, 
stamp. 

Mrs. W. F. RUSSELL, 20 Malden Hill 
Gardens, New Malden, Surrey. 


100 Airmails - 6/6 
100 Port. Cols. 5/6 
50 Saar 5/6 

40 Swiss Charity 7/6 
50 Triangulars 9/6 
100 Tunis 5/9 

Send 


FOR YOU—FREE !!! 


Fine DANISH GALLEOX pictorial, high 
value CHILE TRAIN stamp, SET of 2 
Spanish TANGIER, Giant MONACO, 
multi-coloured FRANCE, unusual INDO¬ 
NESIA, attractive ITALY and ARGEN¬ 
TINE !! All FREE to Approval applicants I ! 
Enclose 2id. stamp. 

MODERNWAY STAMPS (C50) 

41 Waldens Park Road, Horsell, 
Woking. Surrey. 


Write for Approvals and IIow to Get 

\ 500 STAMPS FREE j 

enclosing 2 £d. stamp. 

FLORAL COMPANY 

“ The Bungalow,” 42 Guilford Avenue, 
Surbiton, Surrey. 


SILVER WEDDINGS 
or Canada or U.S.A. 
packets FREE by return post to 
applicants for one penny Appro¬ 
vals. ‘Breaking large collection. 
Many bargains. All countries. 
Brown, 2 Wayside Cottage, Ashteadi 
Surrey. 


FREE 

SUPER 
STAMP 
ALBUM 

The Golden 
Arrow Album 
has spaces for 
2232 stamps. It 
is beautifully 
illustrated and it 
is FREE to all 
collectors who 
send 6d. postage 
and ask to see a selection of our 
WORLD FAMOUS APPROVALS 

AVON /Dept\ 55 THE AVENUE 
STAMPS A 98 ) LOWESTOFT 
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Books for a 
Happy 
Christmas 

ENID BLYTON’S 
Animal Lover’s 
Book 

A delightful story about the 
animals of the countryside, 
superb illustrations in black- 
and-white, eight three-colour 
plates. 161- net 

JOHN PUDNEY 

Monday Adventure 

The latest “Fred and I” 
adventure. Each copy con¬ 
tains an entry form and details 
of a special photographic 
competition. 

Illustrated 8/6 net 

MALCOLM SAVtLLE 

The Buckinghams 
at Ravenswyke 

A grand new “ Buckinghams ” 
story, packed with thrills and 
adventure. Illustrated816 net 

KATHLEEN MACKENZIE 

Red Conker 

Popular Vicky Quinion and 
the Pentirc children feature in 
this “out-of-doors” adven¬ 
ture story. Illustrated 9/6 net 

Schoolboy’s Pocket 
Book: Schoolgirl’s 
Pocket Book 

Full of factual information. 
Illustrated 5/- net each book 

All Booksellers 

EVANS 


CATALOGUE FREE 

A splendid rriced catalogue of King Geo. YI 
sia-aips, 134 pages, over 450 illustrations, 
thousands of prices. Originally published at 
3/6. Invaluable as a guido when purchasing 
stamps and pricing your present collection. 
I will send this wonderful book FREE to 
all enclosing 4<1. postage and requesting 
Approvals. 

S. H. POWELL (CN), 28 Mountpark Road, 
Ealing, London, W.5. 


XMAS STAMPS 

C* A COMPLETE MINT SET OF Nativity p 
■ Commemorations depicting the " 

R Wise Men, Shepherds and theD 
Angels, issued by HUNGARY, given"* 

E FREE to all requesting my FAMOUS E7 
DISCOUNT APPROVALS *" 
£ enclosing 3d. postage. E 

BERNARD E. SHERWOOD 
(7/CN), 97 HEATH LANE, IPSWICH 

We Will Give 

100,000 STAMPS FREE 

this month. Have you had your share? 
Write to-day for 200 free stamps which 
will be sent without delay, and request 
discount Approvals. Postage appreciated. 

P. OWEN (CN7I), "Bayona,” 

Heysoms Ave., Greenbank, Northwlch, 
Cheshire.__ 


IOOO STAMPS 6/9 

All Different. No Great Britain 
500, 3/-; 250, 1/6; 100, 9cl. 

Bit. UMPIRE 100, 1/3; 200, 3/3; 300, 
6/6. TRIANGULAItS 10, 1/6; 25, 4/6; 
50/-, 10/-. ELY. ENGINES 15, 1/3; 25, 
2/3; 50, 5/6. MAPS 10, 1/3; 25, 2/9. 
FLAGS 10, 1/3; 25, 2/9. SHIPS 10, 
1/-; 25, 2/3. POSTAGE 2Jd. EXTRA. 
Price List of Colonial and Foreign sets 
and couutry packets on request. 
TATLOWS, Eckington, Sheffield. 


SCHOOLBOYS EXPLORE THE 
HEART OF AUSTRALIA 

'J'hirty-five Sydney schoolboys, specially selected, have had 
the adventure of their young lives; they have made a 6000 - 
mile journey by truck into the “ dead heart ” of Australia. 

Here is the story of their journey into a little-known part of 
the world, as told to a C N correspondent in Australia by two 
of the boys and their leader, Mr. T. W. Erskine, an experienced 
explorer, who is science master at a school near Sydney. 


The destination of this party of 
questing youth was Ayer’s Rock, 
1100 feet high, and sacred to the 
Aborigines; they knew every 
legend relating to the many 
crevices and markings in the rock. 

Aborigines in this area of Cen¬ 
tral Australia live their primitive 
lives without interference from 
white men, who must obtain a 
special Government permit to enter 
it, on grounds of scientific or 
educational research. This permit, 
of course, the schoolboy explorers 
had obtained. 

FRIENDLY PEOPLE 

“The Abos were on the warpath 
when we arrived at Ayer’s Rock,” 
explained schoolboy John Scurr, 
“and only a few had returned by 
the time that we left. They were 
quite friendly.” 

The boys saw the natives’ .deadly 
spears in action (not aimed at 
them) and also some perfect de¬ 
monstrations of boomerang-throw¬ 
ing. 

The area round Ayer's Rock 
belies the name of “dead heart.” 
Clean, fresh water descends from 
the rock and makes fine water-holes 
or “soaks.” Flowers of many 
kinds and colours bloom round the 
base of it. 

Most of the boys made' the dan¬ 
gerous climb to the summit of this 
rock of the ages. The descent was 
even more dangerous. 


All the time the boys were in 
radio communication with civil¬ 
isation, and with each other when 
they split up into groups. 

There were birds in plenty, some 
magnificently plumed. Insects, 
especially ants, were abundant, but 
there were not many mammals. 

Now and again, in the course of 
their long journey along the rough 
roads and tracks, the party came 
across an isolated farm, where a 
family lived completely alone, 
hundreds of miles from their 
nearest neighbour. Stout-hearted 
pioneers, if ever there were any, 
all cheerful and happy! 

The boys, who were accom¬ 
panied- by a doctor, returned to 
Sydney fit and well, and loaded 
with specimens, souvenirs, and a 
lot of knowledge and experience. 

BROADER VIEWS 

Sydney schoolboy Max Ambrose 
admirably summed . up the im¬ 
pressions of himself and his young 
colleagues. He said: “It was an 
honour and a privilege to have 
been a member of the expedition. 
I came back to civilisation with a 
broader and more profound view 
of life. 1 feel that the experience 
will help me to be a better man.” 

Mr. Erskine, the leader of this 
expedition, who lias 'already made 
12 visits to the “dead heart” of 
central Australia, proposes to 
establish a Young Explorers’ Club. 


STAMP 

JTrom Monaco comes news of a 
stamp depicting ballet dancers; 
it will be issued next spring to 
mark the Festival of Russian Ballet 
being held at Monte Carlo. From 
the Portuguese colonies comes a 
short set commemorating the Ex¬ 
hibition of Missionary Art at 
Lisbon; and from Poland a pair 
honouring the International Violin 
Competition. 

Qtamps will mark Coronations in 
two other countries besides 
Britain next year. Feisa! II is 
being crowned King of Iraq, and 
Hussein King of Iordan, 


The engravings on these first 
stamps of the new reign arc from 
a photograph of the Queen hy 
Dorothy Wilding Ltd., instead of 
the usual formal profile. The 1-Id. 
stamp was designed hy Miss Enid 
Marx, the 2jd. hy Mr. M. C. 

Farrar-Bell. 

JCour of the rare first penny Van 
Diemen’s Land stamps have 
been found on an old envelope 
which had been turned inside out 
to send some other stamps to 
Bournemouth. 


NEWS 

JTour new stamps issued in Portu¬ 
gal commemorate the Ministry 
of Public Works. 

(jj-OLD Coast will this Friday, 
December 19, become the first 
British colony to portray the 
Queen on a stamp. Her portrait 
will be in a medallion in the top 
left corner of a 24d. stamp depict¬ 
ing a member of the Northern 
Territories Mounted Constabulary. 


BICYCLES FOR TWO 
CN READERS 

Congratulations to the following 
two readers, who have each won a 
bicycle for their entries in our 
ABC competition (No. 14) of 
November 15. 

Margaret Smith, “ Belmont,” Lyme 
Street, Axminster, Devon. 

Alan Schofield, “ Roseville,” 37 
Water Lane, Farnlev, Leeds. 

Ten 10-shilling notes have been 
awarded as consolation prizes to: 
Wendy Andrews, Margate; Jenni¬ 
fer Francis. Kendal; Marshall 
McCulloch, Motherwell; Margaret 
Robilliard, Guernsey; Roger Shaw, 
Cheltenham; Rodney Shewan, 
Coleford; Peter Spinney, Roinscy; 
Janet Veal, Bittcrne; Kay Walkin- 
shaw, Edinburgh, 11; Gerald 
Wright, Leicester. 

MISSING LETTERS: B, E. J, 
M, S, V, W, Y. 




SI'AMP STORIES (5) 

THROUGH FIRE AND WATER 


i t 



A century ago, a cabin by the St. Lawrence 
river was the scene of a fierce struggle be¬ 
tween an old man and his thieving nephew 
for a metal cashbox containing a valuable 
deed. Suddenly the lamp was knocked over 
and set fire to the cabin. The old man wait¬ 
ed only to throw the box out of the window 
into the river before escaping from the blaze. 
Dredging operations discovered the box in 
1892 and the stamp on the deed packet—a 
12 penny black—was sold for £70. 

In every ‘tin box’ of Odol there are three 
smashing foreign or colonial stamps foryoul 
Ask Mother to get a tin today—it’s really 
good for your teeth! 


FOREIGN 


free 

stamps with 


TABLE SOCCER 

Patent No. 638860 

FULL OF REAL SOCCER THRILLS. 

riayod with 22 
miniature men, 
bull and goals. 
F.A. R ulcs 
adapted. Fouls, 
Offsides, 
Corners, cte. 
100% Self-right¬ 
ing PATENT 
mm. 

* THE ORIGINAL GAME with * 
LATEST IMPROVEMENTS 
GAME OF SKILL! REFUSE IMITATIONS 
Prices : 10/11, 14/11 and 18/11 post free 
Send 3d. stamp for furlhtr details. 

W. L. KEELING & SONS (A) Liverpool,9. 



POSTAGE STAMPS 

Country Collections AH Different 


VERT 


tin of 



200 Australia 

6/6 

100 

New Zealand 

10/- 

500 Austria 

12/- 

100 

Norway 

3/6 

300 Belgiau 

7/6 

50 

Pakistan 

7/6 

500 China 

10 6 

100 

Paraguay 

7/6 

200 Denmark 

10/- 

100 

Persia 

5/- 

100 Dutch Indie 

9/- 

100 

Sail Marino 

6/9 

300 French Cols 

9/- 

200 

Sweden 

9/- 

200 Holland 

10/- 

300 

Switzerland 

37/6 

500 Hungary 

10 6 

25 

TaimouTouva4/- 

100 Luxembourg 

9/- 

200 

Turkey 

12/- 


Gibbons’ SIMPLIFIED CATALOGUE 
1953 covering the whole world 18/6, plus 
1/1 postage. 

CHEESE LABELS, all different 25, 1/9; 
50, 3/-; 75, 5/-; 100. 7/6; 150, 11/9; 
200, 15/-. 

E.H.W. LTD. (Dept. S.T.), 

42 Victoria Street. London, S.W.l. 


GREAT BRITAIN 
BR. COLS.—U.S.A. 

MINT end used Br. Cols, including -.latest 
issues. O.U. and U.S.A. from earliest issues 
onwards. S-nd for sheets of the sections which 
interest YOU! TOST FREE 1 ALBUMS, 
catalogues and all accessories supplied. Ask 
for illustrated list. 

BENNETT (C), 

44 Darrel Road, Retford, Notts. 


FALKLAND SET, new issues etc. FREE 

Sensational Christmas Gilt! Wonderful 
COMPLETE SCARCE SET from Falk¬ 
land Is. Colony. Beautiful issue (eat. value 
1/5); super San Marino new TRIANGULAR ; 
amazing Argentine Kva l’eron Mourning 
issue; scarce British Cols., etc. ALL ABSO¬ 
LUTELY FREE. Don't miss this unrepeat¬ 
able FREE GIFT PACKET. Just request 
FAMOUS “STAR-BARGAIN” Approvals with 
discount. Free Gift Scheme, ole. Enclose 2-'.d. 

NORTHERN STAMP CO. (CN) 

43 Hawthorn Terrace. New Earswick, YORK 


CIJPP NIGERIA KING GEORGE VI 

rnCE, 1/3 stamp. 

This stamp will be given FREE to all 
applicants for my Approval books. British 
Colonials or Foreign. Priced Id. up. 
N.B. Enclose 3d. stamps to cover postage. 

G. BARTLETT, Court Farm Cottage, 
Avon, CHRISTCHURCH, HANTS. 


MINIPLAN Ef 

No tool kit is complete 
without a MINI PLANE. 

Made by a 
firm with 
nearly 100 
years’ ex¬ 
perience of 
precision 
planes. A 
well furn¬ 
ished and 

practical tool in Hardwood 
(RwhwooU). Just what ev< ry home Handy¬ 
man needs. For that delicate work at Inune 
—p ic t ttre fra rues—window frames—m mil dm g 
—and furniture generally. 

3Y' Blade, 1" (2t tins.) .4 6 

4~" Blade, lVn." (3 cm#.) .5.- 

6J" Blade. 1 (3 fins.) .5,6 

15/- for the three Post Free. 

F. & F. for each size, 4d., 6d. aud Bd. resp. 

SOUTHERN MAIL ORDER CO., 
Dept. CN, 287 Upper Elmers End 
Road, Beckenham, Kent. 




“ Give' 


But give good, clean ar»d 
perfect stamps, it makes 
all the difference. Every 
BIJOU stamp is examined 
before despatch, and BIJOU 
stamps are ready for the, 
_ . , album. Send 1,3 for 50 

Prices not shown B | J0U All World Stamps, 
on packets, , post free. Cat.val.ll-orover. 

-- - BIJOU STAMPS,^- 

79 Sunningtfale Avenne. HANW0RTH. Mdx. 


Stamps 

for 

Presents 


4 , MODEL THEATRE <b 

A constructional toy of absorbing 
interest to young and old. No puppets; 
nothing complicated. A super toy for 
whiter evenings’! 

COMPLETE PLANS /iC F 
AND KIT BY F0ST ‘•’O' m 

Watch for details,.of exciting com¬ 
petition I Cct your model theatre now/ 

PLAN ONLY with figurines 12/6 post free 

MODEL THEATRES CO. 445 STRAND. VGL2 


CDC Bible God’s Witness 

Listen to its testimony without interrup¬ 
tion of comment or note: Let it speak, 
itsrlf and for itself. Send for Bible 
Go m pan ion Tables for daily 20 minutes, 
consecutive, self-explanatory readings— 
every chapter in twelve months—tree, 
from : 

Mr. VINER HALL, 

The Institute, Weston-super-Mare. 


mm ! 


Not to be con¬ 
fused with Magic 
Lanterns. Works 
dry battery. 
Film titles: Trip 
to the Moon, 
The Circus ami 

r COLOURED toon. All for 

y mJff Finland 2 OTHERS pri'ce' 1 Z iS? 
only, which includes bulb, 1 coloured film and 2 
other films! White Plastic Screen, 5/- extra. 


COMPLETE WITH ft 


BOY OUTFIT 

/•COWGIRL OUTFIT 

mm MtfAi mum § ts? w 
BADGE FREE l09 3 



BECOME A 
WESTERN 

SHERIFF 


This is a two-ton*? Suedctte grained like 
l'-at her Cowboy Sheriff’s outfit consisting of 
trows; r chaps, hat. cuffs, bolster, m-cker- 
eliief. spurs, lariat or Cowgirl Outfit, 
lie the highest rank in your district. 


PILOT' BRAND 

mmtmwm 

Amazingly powerful up to I/3rd of 
a mile, will focus from a spot to a 
beam. Portable, only lj.lbs. Chromed 
Brass. Spot the fox, trespassers, for 
motorists’, signalling, dark country 
lanes. Literally turns night into day. 
Complete with Eat lories 19 11. 
Fust 1/6. Send for FltKE LISTS of 
other Joys, Watches, etc. TERMS. 
HEADQUARTER & GENERAL 
SUPPLIES, LTD. (Dept. CN52), 
196-200 Coldharbour Lane, Lough¬ 
borough Junction, London, S.E.5. 
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I'm: Brax Tub 


SPECTATOR’S VIEW 

“T sav, old chap,” said the football 
captain to the only spectator, 
“our referee does not look like 
turning up. Do you know enough 
about the game to act as referee?” 

“I know enough about the game 
not to,” came the retort. 

Hidden occupations 

Can you find six occupations 
hidden in the following sentences? 

r [ 1 HE ache felt awful for a time. 

Do you know how far Merton 
is? 

Put each ermine robe away care¬ 
fully. 

This is a grand river journey. 

Is my name at the tail or head of 

the list? Answers next week 

OTHER WORLDS 

Jn the evening Venus and Mars 
are in the south-west, and 
Jupiter is in the 
south-east. In 
t h e morning 
Saturn is in the 
south-east. The 
picture shows 
the Moon at six 
o’clock on 
Friday evening, December 19. 

Shooting star 

*3 AID an octogenarian from 
Bristol , 

"My vision is clearer than crystal. 
Believe it or not 
l am still a crack shot 
With a blunderbuss, flintlock, or 
pistol." 



FARMER GRAY EXPLAINS 

UNWELCOME BOARDERS. 
Crossing the yard to the stables in 
the dusk, Don was startled by a 
huge rat running over his toes. 

“That’s' the . second one this 
week,” he complained to Farmer 
Gray. 

“There are certainly too many 
of the rogues about,” sympathised 
the farmer. 

“I never saw one during the 
summer,” said Don. 

“Probably there are more 
around in the winter,” Farmer 
Gray answered. . “In summer 
months many rats live in hedge¬ 
rows and banks. When cold- 
weather comes they find warmer 
quarters, where food is more 
plentiful.” 

Saving grace 

J1]ach day he runs like mad to 
school. 

Gets puffed and crimson in the 
face. 

If only he would make a rule 
To give himself ten minutes’ grace! 

From one word 

JPive letters display what we put 
on the table; 

Behead—and avoid being this if 
you’re able; 

Now three letters tell what I did 
when l found 

The very same letters just changed 
slightly round. 

Then change me again in a 
different way 

And you’ll see straight away what 
.1 do every day. 

Answer next week 


JACKO SLIDES HOME IN GREAT STYLE 


-BEDTIME CORNER- 


The Mistletoe bird 


Qne winter many years ago, 
when swamps and forests 
covered much of our land, a 
Missel Thrush was looking for 
his dinner. He had eaten all 
the mountain ash and hawthorn 
berries for miles around, and, 
because of the cold, the slugs 
and worms were deep under¬ 
ground and the snails all hiding. 

He searched vainly for a long 
time, but at last 
he came to an 
oak on whose 
main branch 
grew a bush 
covered with 
pearly berries, 
the like of 
which he had 
never seen be¬ 
fore. He had 
just begun to 
feed when a 
voice cried; 

“Stop!” 

H e looked 
up, and there in 
a hole in the trunk sat the Wise 
Owl. “Wretched bird,” cried 
the Owl. “ Do you not know 
that those are mistletoe berries, 
and that the mistletoe is a holy 
bush from which pur priests, 
the Druids, cut branches at 
their New Year festival?” 

“But surely they would spare 
me a few, berries as I am so 



hungry?” the Missel Thrush 

pleaded. 

“On one condition,” said the 
Wise Owl. “That you wipe 
your beak on a branch after¬ 
wards. The berries are sticky, 
and some seeds may stick to the 
outside of your beak. If they 
fall to the ground as you fly 
they will not grow there, for 

mistletoe only grows on the 

branch of 
another living 
tree.” 

“And if I 
wipe off any 
seeds onto a 
branch, a new 
mistletoe bush 
may grow 
there,” inter¬ 
rupted the 
Missel Thrush. 

“Exactly,” 
said the Wise 
Owl. 

So the Missel 
Thrush agreed 
at once to wipe his beak. And, 

secretly, he was rather glad to 
do it, for he did. not like the 
taste of the sticky berries very 
much. 

But from that day onwards, 
so they say, Missel Thrushes 
have always kept this promise 
to the Wise Owl. 

Jane Tuornicroft 



For weeks Jacko had been working on plans of what he claimed would 
be the only self-propelled sledge in Jackoville. He had collected all sorts of 
odd things—even an aeroplane propeller ! Finally the great day arrived— 
the lake froze, and Jaeko was able to go for a trial spin. It was a doubly 
enjoyable occasion, for his first journey was to collect the Christmas shopping 
—and he was quite sure that several of the parcels were for him. 


Hidden places 

M v first suggests a need of food. 
My next, a shallow crossing 
marks. 

Combine the two and you will 
make 

A district in the shire of Berks. 

Answer next week 

RODDY 



“ Mummy, is a space suit one with 
lots of room in it ? ” 




CHAIN QUIZ 


Solutions to the following clues 
are linked, the last two letters of 
the first answer being the first two 
letters of the second, and so on. 

1. Eighteenth-century poet, son 
of a London draper; his works*are 
among the most-quoted in the 
English language. 

2. Healing drug derived from 
certain green moulds and used in 
the treatment of wounds, pneu¬ 
monia, etc; discovered by Sir 
Alexander Fleming in 1928. 

3. Substance produced in the 
body to control its use of sugar; 
lack of it causes diabetes, but it can 
be supplied where necessary by 
injection. 

4. City and county of Scotland; 
the city, a capital in the time of 
the Piets, is noted for its fine 
harbour, good roads, and beautiful 
scenery. 

Answer next week 


Missing A’s 

£Jan you fill in the missing letters, 
indicated by crosses, to make 
the names of two continents and 
three countries? 

A X X A 
A X X X X A 
AXAXXA 
A X X X X X A 
AXXXXAXXA 

Answers next week 

Word change 

LJan you change one word into 
another by altering a letter 
each time like this? 

Last, list, lint, line, fine. 

Now try to change rose into 
pink, also in four moves. 

•quid 'yujj ‘ysid *9su ‘jsotf 



Ss. 8(1. for six months. Sole Agents': Australasia, Messrs. Gordon & Gotch, Ltd.; South Africa, Central Xcws Agency, Ltd.; Northern 
and Southern Rhodesia, Messrs. Ivingstons, Ltd. December 20. 1952. S.S. 


The Children's Newspaper, December 20, 1952 

Ever green 

£AID a nurseryman hailing from 
Burnham : 

“I must study the trees' names and 
learn 'em. 

For gardeners get cross 

And complain to the boss, 

When l send out spruce firs for 
laburnum." 

Find the dog 

A ^ holy person gives my first, 

My second is a Christian name. 

My whole's a well-known breed of 
dog. 

Whose rescue work has earned 
great fame. 

Answer next week 

YOUNG QUIZ—answers 

1 The Battle of Trafalgar, in 1805, 
was ten years earlier than the Battle 
of Waterloo. 

2 Mainly - what is now France and 
Belgium. 

3 Early Dutch farmers who trekked 
north from Cape Colony to what is 
now Transvaal. 

4 No, although some matches have 
been drawn. 

5 Mars. 

6 Earnest. 

7 Hedge.Accentor. 

8 John Logie Baird, in October 1925 


LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS 

Hidden crossword 
FORT 
OBEY 
ROAR 
HERE 
Find pussy 
Catmint, cat¬ 
astrophe, Cathay, 
catalogue, cater¬ 
pillar, cathedral 
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Hidden places. Braintree 

Chain Quiz. Trafalgar, Argo, Goodwin, Indus 


The PILGRIM S 
PROGRESS 

For Boys and Girls 
R. G. MARTIN 


The wonderful story of Christian 
has been retold by Mr. Martin for 
boys and girls. His many adventures 
and experiences, the records of perils 
of the way, have thrilled every 
generation. In this new book the 
beauty of the original narrative is retained. The book is illustrated 
with ten very fine ‘wash drawings’ by T. R. Williams, each 
making its own unique appeal. An ideal gift book. 7s. 6d. net. 


WILLIAM THE 
SILENT 

A Biography for Children 
BERNARD MARTIN 


‘ The life of William the Silent, the 
great hero of the Dutch, is full of 
exciting incidents, strange contrasts, 
risk and danger, tragedy and joy. It 
is one of the great stories in history 
because it tells how a small, deter¬ 
mined people fought for their liberty against tremendous odds 
... I am very glad that Mr. Martin has so well retold a tale 
which can never be told too often.’—C. V. Wedgwood. 6s. net. 

From all booksellers 

INDEPENDENT PRESS LTD., Memorial Hall, London, E.C.4 
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Something to J 

treasure 


wjjjjjjjjjwjjjJi 




With years of 
trouble-free writing 
ahead, and no expen¬ 
sive replacements, a 

‘ Unique M pen is un¬ 
doubtedly a treasure—and at 
a price you can afford. 

With two tone steel nib 4 8 and 6,9 inc. Tax 
With Met. gold nib 10/9, 13 6, 1 6/-, and 19 /- 
inc. Tax 


































































































